
   Zorba the Greek—as created by Nikos Kazant-
zakis—was an earthy, raucous lover of life. He 
captures this image of his loving God when he 
says: "I think of God as being exactly like me. Only 
bigger, stronger, crazier. And immortal, into the 
bargain. He's sitting on a pile of soft sheepskins, 
and his hut's the sky....In his right hand he's hold-
ing not a knife or a pair of scales—those damned 
instruments are meant for butchers and grocers—
no, he's holding a large sponge full of water, like a 
rain cloud. On his right is Paradise, on his left 
Hell. Here comes a soul; the poor little thing's 
quite naked, because it's lost its cloak—its body, I 
mean—and it's shivering.  
"...The naked soul throws itself at God's feet. 
'Mercy!' it cries. 'I have sinned.' And away it goes 
reciting its sins. It recites a whole rigmarole and 
there's no end to it. God yawns. 'For heaven's sake 
stop!' he shouts. 'I've heard enough of all that!' 
Flap! Slap! a wipe of the sponge, and he washes 
out all the sins. 'Away with you, clear out, run off 
to Paradise!' he says to the soul....Because God, 
you know, is a great lord, and that's what being a 
lord means: to forgive!"  
   Our attitude toward the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion is intimately related to our image of God. We 

need to really believe that our God, like Zorba's, is 
not some big powerful commandant or warden 
waiting to dish out punishment, but a great Lord 
who is ever ready to reach out in forgiveness.  
   A question that often arises is: Why confess my 
sins? And why confess to a priest? Why not con-
fess directly to God, since God has already for-
given me anyway? From God's point of view, the 
simple answer is: There is no reason. But from our 
point of view, the answer is that as human beings 
who do not live in our minds alone, we need to 
externalize bodily—with words, signs and ges-
tures—what is in our minds and heart. We need to 
see, hear and feel forgiveness—not just think 
about it.  
   There is a story of a little boy who was afraid to 
go to bed on a cold and windy night.  His father sat 
with him, prayed his bedtime prayers with him, 
and assured his son he would be safe under God's 
protection. When the father got up to leave the boy 
insisted the father come back into his room and sit 
with him. The father again assured the boy he was-
n’t alone, and asked: "Don't you believe that God 
is here with you, with all his saints and angels?"  
The boy said he did believe that, but right now he 
needed someone with "skin on" to make him feel 
better. 
   Jesus comes to us in the Incarnation.  He be-
comes flesh.  He is our God “with skin on.” 
His presence is still experienced "in the flesh", 
working from one person to another through the 
ministry of his Church. 
   We need other human beings to help us external-
ize what is within and open our hearts before the 
Lord, which puts confessors in a new light. They 
are best seen, not as faceless and impersonal 
judges, but as guides in our discernment, compas-
sionately helping us experience and receive the 
mercy of God in our lives. 
  Jesus exercised a ministry of reconciliation and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Charles Bruns to Receive the French Legion of Honor 

   On February 27th, WWII Veteran and Holy Cross 
Parishioner Charles “Chick” Bruns was decorated as 
a Knight of the French Legion of Honor by Vincent 
Floreani, Consul General of France in Chicago.  The 
ceremony took place at the VFW in Champaign. 
Bruns currently serves as an Usher 
at Holy Cross Church. 

  The Legion of Honor is France’s 
highest order of distinction.  It was 
first established by Napoleon 
Bonaparte in May, 1802.  The Le-
gion of Honor is divided into five 
categories:  Chevalier (Knight), 
Officier (Officer), Commandeur 
(Commander), Grand Officier 
(Grand Officer) and Grand Croix 
(Grand Cross).  American veterans 
who risked their lives during WWII 
and who fought on French territory 
during at least one of the four main 
campaigns of the liberation of 
France (Normandy, Provence, Ar-
dennes, or Northern France) qualify 
to be decorated as Knights of the 
Legion of Honor.  There are ap-
proximately 93,000 Legion of 
Honor recipients, including notable 
American recipients Generals 
Dwight Eisenhower and Douglas MacArthur. 

  Charles Bruns served with the 3rd Division, 10th 
Engineer Battalion throughout WWII and was active 
during the invasions of North Africa, Sicily, Italy, 
Anzio and Southern France.  He ended military ser-
vice in August, 1945, at the rank of Technical Sar-
gent.  During his service, Chick kept a diary, took 
photographs and collected postcards.  This, along 
with the letters he wrote home to his parents are be-
ing shared on the website:  http://70yearsago.com/. 

   “Chick” has a long history with Holy Cross Par-
ish.  He has been a parishioner for all of his life, 
having received his first communion during the 
1920s. He says that he is a proud alumnus from 
Holy Cross School—a graduate from the class of 

1933.  

   His current duties as 
Usher are not new. He has 
served as an Usher or 
Head Usher at Holy Cross 
for over 65 years! 
Through much of that 
time, he served on various 
committees and boards for 
the Parish. “Every priest 
that was ever here, I 
served under,” including, 
he says, the first Pastor, 
Father (later Monsignor) 
Frawley. 

   Charles Bruns is excited 
to be decorated as a 
Knight of the French Le-
gion of Honor. “I feel that 
there are many other guys 
that deserve the honor [as 
well].”  

   Of the many things he 
saw during the war, one of the most memorable 
was seeing Hitler’s home. Charles took a picture 
of the home, “with smoke coming out of it.”  

Sources: Some information for this article was ob-
tained from a press release from John F. Bruns 
(http://70yearsago.com/charles-bruns-recipient-
french-legion-honor) and the Embassy of France 
in Washington, D.C. (http://www.ambafrance-
us.org/spip.php?article3150).  

Photo courtesy of John Bruns, Charles Brun’s 
son. 
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From Your Parish Council 
By David Devall, Chairman 

 

   Book reviews are not typically the fodder for the 
Council Chairman’s newsletter column, but there is 
one book that I feel you need to know about, and 
that is Forming Intentional Disciples--The Path to 
Knowing and Following Jesus by Sherry A. Wed-
dell.  All the following statistics are from the 
book’s first chapter. 
   Of all the American cradle-Catholics, only 30% 
still practice their religious faith with only half of 
those attending Mass on any given weekend.  An-

other 38% still retain their 
Catholic label but seldom or 
infrequently attend Mass with 
the remaining 32% disavow-
ing their Catholic identity all 
together.  You might say, 
“But surely the number of 
converts makes up for any 
loss.”  Think again: Fully four 
times as many adult Catholics 
have left the Church than have 
entered into it, and even the 

numbers of incoming Catholics is in decline. 
Any way you connect the dots, the future of 

the Catholic faith in America is on life support, and 
unless there is a dramatic shift in attitude and a re-
surgence in faith, the trend will only continue.  For-
tunately, the book’s last 11 chapters present a solu-
tion to not only stop the slide, but to reverse it.  I’ll 
go no further in reviewing the book, but I strongly 
urge you to buy and read it.  Check with C & A In-
spirations in Champaign to see if they carry it, and 
if not, they’ll be glad to order it for you. 
   As always, I ask that you keep the Council in 
your prayers. 

   Who doesn’t like to be surprised, especially when 
the surprise is an unexpected meal?  Holy Cross teach-
ers were treated to just such a surprise on Friday, Feb-
ruary 6th.  To show how much the parish appreciates 
the job that Holy Cross teachers do, the Parish Council 
School Committee comprised of Jessica McMahon 
and Liz Kelley arranged a surprise luncheon of home-
made soups, bread, salad, and dessert.  In a thank-you 
email, Holy Cross teacher, Gerri Bramfeld, wrote: “It 
was a party. Teachers lingered and talked for the entire 
lunch period.  That it was on a Friday made it even 
more enjoyable.”  There will be many more lunches in 
the future, as the plan is for 
the Council to provide the 
teachers lunch on the first 
Friday of every month.  
Thank you teachers for all 
that you do, and thank you 
Jessica and Liz for your in-
sight and initiative. 
   Unless you have children 
in Holy Cross School, it’s 
easy to forget that there is, 
indeed, another ‘side’ of 
Holy Cross Parish.  The 
partnership between the church side and school side is 
a critical factor in how well we fulfill our parish mis-
sion statement (see the inset).   
   So, please, if you have children in Holy Cross 
School, are a Holy Cross School alumni, or simply 
appreciate the value of a good, Catholic education, the 
next time you see one of our teachers or school staff 
members, take a moment and tell them how much you 
appreciate the job they do.  The smallest token of 
gratitude goes a long, long way.  And Holy Cross 
School parents, one of the best ways you can augment 
the value of a Catholic education is to ensure that you 
take your children to weekend Mass every week. 

Editors’ note:  We would like to feature your parish ministry in a future issue!  
If you are involved with a ministry, please contact us at:  cruxathc@gmail.com 

Holy Cross’ Mission Statement 

The mission of the Catholic Community of the 
Exaltation of the Holy Cross is to provide a 
home for all who wish to join our spiritual fam-
ily and share our Catholic beliefs and values.  
We are here to continue to live our lives accord-
ing to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, under the lead-
ership of the Bishop of the Peoria Diocese. 
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forgiveness of sins.  Our Lord entrusted this min-
istry to his Church.  He told Peter:  "I tell you, 
Peter, you are a rock, and on this rock foundation 
I will build my church…I will give you the keys of 
the Kingdom of heaven; what you prohibit on 
earth will be prohibited in heaven, and what you 
permit on earth will be permitted in heaven."  
Matt.16:18-19 
   Our Catholic Catechism teaches we are obliged 
to confess ALL mortal sins. A mortal sin is one 
that breaks off our relationship with God and 
God's family (the Church).  All mortal sins must 
be confessed according to KIND (what we did) 
and NUMBER (how often we did it). Lesser sins 
(venial) need not be confessed.  But it is highly 
advisable to confess even venial sins for the grace 
of the Sacrament preserves us from more serious 
sin. 
   The Lenten season is a very appropriate time to 
make a good Confession.  I urge you and your 
family to take advantage of the regular times the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated at 
Holy Cross, and nearby parishes.  Also, keep in 
mind the Communal Penance Services that will 
be held at Holy Cross and nearby parishes, where 
a good number of priests will be available for 
Confession. 
   On Monday, March 23, Holy Cross will have 
her Communal Penance Service.  On Tuesday, 
March 24, at St. Patrick; Wednesday, March 25, 
at St. Matthew; and Thursday, March 26 at Our 
Lady of the Lake.  All services begin at 7 pm. 
Lent is a time of penance and spiritual renewal.  
Celebrating God’s mercy and forgiveness in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation will foster your 
spiritual growth and prepare you to receive the 
joy and peace of Easter. 
   God bless you and your families. 

Pastoral Letter on Reconciliation (continued from page 1) Just Desserts 
Cake Sale Benefits Children of Hope and Faith 

By 
Tracy Duchinsky 

   Once again, Children of Hope and Faith is sponsoring 
the Cake Table at the Holy Cross Fish Fry.   The 
freshly baked cake is a bargain, still at only $0.50 a 
piece!   So, you can have your cake and eat it too!   
   Even if you did give up sweets this Lent, be sure to 
stop by to pick up a brochure and learn more about us 
or check out our display board of children who are in 
need of sponsors!  Proceeds from the sale of the dessert 
benefit Children of Hope and Faith.      
   Bon Appétit! 

   On March 25 we celebrate the Feast of the Annun-
ciation.  When we think of the Annunciation we are 
reminded of The Angelus (famously painted by Fra 
Angelico), when the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary 
with the news God wished Mary to be the mother of 
His Son. The Angelus is traditionally prayed at 6 AM, 
noon and 6 PM (Note: the Regina Coeli replaces The 
Angelus during the Easter season). 

  Without Mary’s “yes”, there would be no Easter!    
And it is fitting that this feast, celebrating  Mary‘s fiat/
yes to God in accepting motherhood,  falls during Lent 
and the “40 Days for Life” campaign.   In the Magnifi-
cat, Mary rejoices in having God work through her.  
God desires to work through us as well.  Let us re-
joice,  as we consider how to celebrate the day, going 
to Mass, praying a Rosary, the Regina Coeli or Mag-
nificat (perhaps at Planned Parenthood), helping a new 
mother or donating/doing something to support the pro
-life cause.  The question of the day: How will we al-

The Annunciation 
By Tracy Duchinsky 

The Annunciation 
(c. 1450).  Italian 
Renaissance Mu-
ral by Fra An-
gelico 
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A Word from Joy… 
By Joy Pace 

Up-close and Personal   

   Sometimes it's easier to stand at an arms' distance 
when dealing with problems, the poor or anything 
we deem hard or imposing.   Fr. Dave remarked on 
this at the start of Lent.  The call of a Christian is to 
be up-close and personal.  Yes - things can get 
messy, and nerve-wracking, and difficult - and also 
one can only see into the eyes of another or receive 
or give a hug or touch when one is close enough to 
actually touch and see and feel. 
   So many times we go about our day and not really 
see. And most of the time we dare not touch. 
I remember a time when we were at 40 Days at 
Planned Parenthood (PP).  It was a very cold day, 
and that morning we actually had counter-protesters 
from campus.  (That is the one and only day we had 
a group counter-protester situation during 10 years 
of sidewalk counseling.)  This group of young, en-
thusiastic students pulled right into PP's parking lot, 
and started chanting.  We tried to alert them that 
they should not be on PP's property - and that the 
organization would call the police.  They proudly 
sa id  tha t  PP would  not  do  tha t ! 
  Well, within 5 minutes the police came in their 
squad cars, and the group explained that they were 
not with us, but with PP in supporting 'the right to 
choose.'  Of course, after realizing that those protest-
ers were FOR  Planned Parenthood, PP let them stay 
on their property, and even got them hot chocolate to 
 keep them warm. 
   Why would I want to tell that story?  Because at 
the end of Planned Parenthood's drive was a home-
less woman, and she was sitting on their curb. She 
was cold and without shelter.  Did Planned Parent-
hood offer her anything?  No.  Even notice 
her?  No.   We did.  She often stopped to talk with us 
when we sidewalk counseled.  We would help her 
with good cheer and warm clothes and other items. 
   But to many - the homeless are invisible.  The suf-
fering are invisible. Those suffering from abortion or 
in the middle of a crisis are invisible. 
   When you look into someone's eyes - they are not 
invisible.  When you hold their hand - they are not 
invisible.  When you ask “how are you?” - they are 

not invisible.  When you invite someone inside, or of-
fer warm gloves or a hat or a warm meal - they are 
not invisible. 
   Sometimes people are suffering emotionally - even 
in our own households.  Are we looking into their 
eyes? Are we checking in with them without looking 
at our devices?  Are we eating family meals?  Are we 
spending one-on-one time with members of our own 
families? Are we visiting the sick, our neighbors or 
friends? 
   Be sure to take time out of our busy schedules to no-
tice 'the other.' To notice the details and make time to 
say hello and really see.  It's hard to see people suffer-
ing.  It's hard not to be able to solve the world's prob-
lems. It's harder still to have those problems and be 
invisible and alone. 
   Be a friend today.  Watch for those who need a 
friend.  Be Christ to another person. Choose to be out 
of your comfort zone with a smile, good cheer and a 
helping hand.  Take the time to hold another's 
hand.  Take the time to look - really look - and see 
t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  i n  f r o n t  o f  y o u . 
   Because up-close and personal is how Christ wants 
it.  He wants it with you, he wants it with others and 
he wants it between us - all of us. 
   Be up-close and personal -- where it's messy, diffi-
cult and real - and where one can  touch a hand... 
where one can see into another's eyes and into their 
heart and soul. 

40 Days for Life  

Through March 29th 7:00 AM-7:00 PM 

Planned Parenthood, 3rd and Stoughton, Champaign 

 

 

Witness for the unborn and help women 
and families in crisis!  

See the Bulletin for more information 
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St. John Bosco Feast Day Mass and reception was held on January 31st at Holy Cross.  Father Dennis from the Salesian Pro-
vincial office said the 5:30 PM Saturday Mass .  Holy Cross Boy Scout Troop 9 doled out the hot dogs and ice cream at the re-
ception held after Mass. 

Santo Niño Mass and reception, a Filipino tradition, was 
held at Holy Cross on January 17th.   

Santo Niño and Saint Bosco  
Feast Day Photos  

by Dave Devall 
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas Trip To Peoria 
Article and Photos By Angie Poulsen 

   On December 9 members of Court #1070 of the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas and their guests 
made a pilgrimage to St. Mary’s Cathedral in Peoria.  
We began with Holy Mass in a side chapel of the Ca-
thedral where many relics of saints are kept.  Follow-
ing Mass Sister Lea Stefancova of the Diocesan Ar-
chives gave a tour of the Cathedral and the public ar-
eas of Bishop Jenky’s house.  The tour was followed 
by a lunch meeting with guest speaker, Msgr. Brian 
Brownsey, Director of Vocations for the diocese. 
Msgr. Brownsey spoke about the typical path a man 
takes to become a priest. This was an especially timely 
subject for the current Year of Faith as well as our 
court’s current work of supporting men and women 
pursuing religious life.  Finally, we visited the dioce-
san museum to view an exhibit on the original ethnic 
makeup of parishes in the Diocese of Peoria and arti-
facts of Archbishop Fulton Sheen, a native of our dio-
cese. 

   Catholic Daughters of the Americas is one of the 
oldest and  largest Catholic women’s organizations 

with over 75,000 members in the US, Mexico, 
Guam, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.   We are 
primarily a charitable organization but we also 
work to keep our members informed of legislative 
issues concerning women and children and to pro-
vide our members an opportunity for spiritual de-
velopment.  

   Anyone interested in joining our local court can 
contact Angie Poulsen, Regent, at 359-1317 or an-
giep56@gmail.com.   

Below:  Catholic Daughters of America, Court #1070 members who went 
on the Peoria trip 

Above:  Sister Lea Stefancova of the Diocesan Archives gives 
a tour of the Cathedral in Peoria.   
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WHAT:        Movie and a Lenten Meal 
WHEN:        Sunday, March 29, 4:00 pm-7:30 pm 
WHERE:     Holy Cross Parish Center 
WHO:          Parishioners, friends, family!!      
MOVIE:       Bella - rated PG 13, 1 hr 32 min. 
 

4:00 pm – come and gather,  

5:00 meal,              

5:30 movie starts. 

 
Child care will be provided for children ages 3-10.  There is no charge 
for the event but a headcount is necessary for food preparation and baby-
sitting.  Donations greatly appreciated!  Please call the parish office 352-
8748 to RSVP by March 27th 
 
Our meal will be soup and bread.  The movie -- Bella (2007) Rated: PG-13 starring Eduardo Verástegui 
and Tammy Blanchard, was the winner of the Toronto Film Festival People’s Choice Award. 
 
PLOT:  International soccer star (Eduardo) is on his way to a multi-million dollar contract when a series 
of events unfold, bringing his career to an abrupt end.  A local waitress (Tammy), struggling to make it in 
New York City, discovers something about herself that she is unprepared for.  In one irreversible moment, 
their lives are turned upside down… until a simple gesture of kindness brings them both together – turning 
an ordinary day into an unforgettable experience.  
The evening is sponsored by the Champaign-Urbana area 40 Day’s for Life and Holy Cross WATCH 
team.   
 
NOTE:  Monetary donations for needy families and non-perishable food items for the St. Vincent de Paul 
food pantry will be collected .  Please RSVP by March 27th.. 

The deadline for the  

May-June  issue of The Crux is  

April 15th. 

 

Please send your submissions or suggestions to: 

 

cruxathc@gmail.com 

   
May you and yours have a blessed Lent and 

Easter! 

-The Editors 


