
  Contrary to popular opinion, Christian stewardship 
is not primarily about money. It’s about 2 things: 
gratitude, and the difference between a possession 
and a trust. In the gospels, Jesus talked a number of 
times about money, but his point was about a spiritu-
ality of stewardship, that is, what is our attitude to-
ward the goods of creation. 
  Gratitude is right at the heart of Christian spiritual-
ity. G. K. Chesterton said that “the best kind of giving 
is thanksgiving.” We recognize that we are gifted by 
God. First, we are gifted with life and our raw talents. 
We are grateful for what we have been given. We ex-
press gratitude toward God for blessings received and 
are quick to say thank you for gifts and favors from 
others. 
  A second thing that sits right at the heart of a Chris-
tian understanding of stewardship is the difference 
between a possession and a trust. When we view 
something as a possession we think of it as “mine”; 
when we view it as a trust, we recognize that rather 
that it being mine, it is simply “mine to take care of.” 
A steward is a person who takes care of precious 
property which is not his or her own. But as Jesus 
taught in the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-

30), stewards don’t just protect holdings, they are 
also expected to develop them – to put them to use so 
they produce a yield. Time, talents, and treasures that 
are recognized as mine in trust, and which are then 
put to the use of the owner, not the steward, produce 
yields for God’s work of love and justice on earth.  
  Again, stewardship is not primarily about money or 
giving but about being good managers of the gifts we 
have been given by God in trust. It’s about putting 
those gifts of time, talent and treasure towards the 
work of God in the world – not holding and hoarding 
but passing on with gratitude. 
  Stewardship is a way of life, a life of accountability 
and responsibility acknowledging God as Creator and 
Giver of all. Stewardship is based on the spiritual 
principles of the Old Testament and the teachings of 
Jesus. Stewardship is not just a program, or a method 
of fundraising, it is a way of thanking God for all His 
blessings by returning a portion of the time, talent, 
and treasure we have each received. Stewardship is a 
path to holiness. 
   This being said, I want to thank all our faithful pa-
rishioners who have practiced good stewardship over 

(Continued on page 6) 

The Spirituality of Stewardship 
By Father Dave Sajdak 
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   Our last two meetings, held on September 8th and October 6th, found us solidi-
fying the roles of the four Council ministry committees:  Sacramental Life; 
Evangelization, Catechesis, and Catholic Schools; Stewardship and Justice; and 
Administration and Planning.  The Sacramental Life Committee is investigating 
the possibility of having two healing Masses a year, one around Easter and the 
other during Feast Week.  The Plans and Administration Committee members, 
John Goyette and Dennis Menke, took a hard look at our parish facilities and 
identified three problems.  The most visible one being the cracking of the lime-
stone steps leading up to the front door of the church. John took steps toward a 
short-term repair and will investigate what it would take for a permanent re-
pair.  We also began looking at creating the parish mission statement, a critical 
action that will guide the parish now and in the future in doing God’s work at 

(Continued on page 4) 

From Your Parish Council 
By David Devall 



though a strong emphasis is placed 
on state assessment data, schools 
must show how data are inter-
preted and used and how curricu-
lum, instruction, professional de-
velopment and student support 
promote student success. 
   Throughout its history, students 
at STM have excelled in academ-
ics, athletics, and the arts.  Ninety-
nine percent of all STM graduates 
attend a post-secondary college or 
university, with the remaining one 
percent entering the military. Over 
$5.1 million dollars in merit schol-
arships were awarded to graduates 
of the Class of 2014. STM stu-
dents’ ACT average is among the 
highest of the Champaign-Urbana 
high schools.  The Class of 2014 
earned an average ACT score of 

   The High School of Saint Thomas 
More is honored and humbled to be 
named one of the 2014 Blue Ribbon 
schools, chosen from among the 
Nation’s 133,000 public, charter, 
private, and parochial schools eligi-
ble for the award.  Principal Ryan 
Bustle summed it up best when he 
said, “This award acknowledges 
and validates the hard work of stu-
dents, educators, families, and com-
munities in striving for—and attain-
ing—exemplary achievement all 
while pursuing the Christ centered 
life.”   
   The National Blue Ribbon 
Schools Program is a national pro-
gram established in 1982 to bring 
public attention to, and to recog-
nize, those U.S. schools whose stu-
dents thrived and excelled.   Al-

26, five points above the National 
and State averages.   
   Over the years, STM athletes 
have achieved four state champi-
onships, in boys’ cross-country, 
boys’ golf, girls’ golf and girls’ 
basketball.  The drama and musi-
cal productions are well known 
throughout the area as being of 
the finest quality.  STM’s 
acapella group, Note Nerdy, has 
recently been invited to perform 
at Carnegie Hall in New York 
City.  In addition, STM’s 2013 
graduates performed over 13,000 
hours of service in the Cham-
paign-Urbana community. 
   Naturally, STM is excited to 
spread the good word about this 
accomplishment throughout the 

(Continued on page 10) 

F R O M  T H E  H I G H  S C H O O L  O F  S T .  T H O M A S  M O R E  
By Katie Schroeder (kschroeder@hs-stm.org) 

H O L Y  C R O S S  S C H O O L  H A P P E N I N G S  
HOLY CROSS SCHOOL IS GA-GA FOR GA-GA BALL  

By Jessica McMahon  
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Photo Courtesy of Deb Feinin 

   Have you seen the new wooden structure that 
was recently built by the school?  Are you wonder-
ing what it is?  It's a ga-ga ball pit.  So, you are 
thinking, what is a ga-ga pit and how did it make 
it's way to HCS?   Our ga-
ga pit was a gift from the 
families of  the class of 
2016 to the school to be 
enjoyed by the current stu-
dents and future students 
at Holy Cross School. 
  The 7th grade learned 
about ga-ga this summer 
when some of the  girls 
attended Camp Ondessonk 

  

(http://www.ondessonk.com) where they had a  ga-ga 
pit.  After seeing it there, Mrs. Ellis was approached and 
asked for permission to build a pit at Holy Cross.  So the 
money was raised and the pit was constructed on Sept. 

28th by the 7th grade fami-
lies.  

   Ga-ga (according to 
Wikipedia) is played in a 
large octagon or hexagon 
called the ga-ga pit.  One of 
the nice things about ga-ga 
is that children of all ages 
and differing athletic abili-
ties can play together.  Ad-
ditionally, this is a fast mov-
ing game where even when 
kids get eliminated they are 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Catechesis Connections  
Consoling The Heart of Jesus-Small-Group Retreat 

By Paul Sefranek 

  Are you ready to become a saint or take 
your spirituality to the next level?  Con-
sider joining us for a 10 week small-group 
retreat that delves into the simplicity and 
grandeur of Consoling spirituality.  This 
retreat is based on the book by Fr. Michael 
Gaitley, Consoling the Heart of Jesus and 
will run starting the week of January 19th 
and continuing through March 23, 2015, 
ending just before Holy Week. 

   As a result of this retreat you will: 

-gain new insights into how you can 
console Jesus; 

-learn the keys to the great sanctity of 
the saints and blesseds like 
Therese of Lisieux (Little Way); Faustina 
Kowalska (Divine Mercy) and Mother Teresa; 

-receive all the spiritual tools needed to “become a 
saint, a great saint and quickly”. 

It’s easy as 1-2-3! 
Read - the select readings in the retreat book. 
Answer- the questions in your retreat companion. 
Meet- weekly with your group. 

    
 

The Consoling the Heart of Jesus 
(CHJ) Retreat is offered by Hearts 
Afire Parish-based Programs (HAPP) 
from the Marian Fathers of the Im-
maculate Conception.  See their web 
site at http://allheartsafire.org/ .  It is 
part 2 of Stage One to their overall pro-
gram.    Some of you may recall part 1, 
the Marian Consecration 33 Days to 
Morning Glory, which has already run 
several times here at Holy Cross. 
  CHJ is very similar to the 33 Day ma-
terial.  Fr. Gaitley is the presenter in the 
DVD.  The above mentioned 1-2-3 for-
mat is the same with weekly meetings 

lasting ~ 1.5 hrs.  The retreat book and compan-
ion are purchased for $20.  There will be two 
weekly sessions to choose from, most likely Mon-
day PM and Tuesday AM.  Please note that for 
CHJ there are no prerequisites.  Specifically 
you do not need to complete the 33 day conse-
cration. 

  More details to follow in the parish bulletins.  
Contact Holy Cross to register 217-352-8748. 
Registration closes Dec 29th. 

Participants in the 2014 Rosary Rally.  Photo by Paul Sefranek. 

Pro-Life urgently needs the following 
items: 

 
A car in good repair so a man from 

Rantoul can get to work in  
Champaign.   

 
 A bouncy swing for a young woman 

who has a new baby.  
 

If you can help, please contact Joy 
Pace at joypace@msn.com  
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Holy Cross the most effective and productive way 
we can.  This should be accomplished at our next 
meeting on November 3rd.  
   One philosophy that will be folded into our parish 
mission statement is described as The New Evange-
lization.  It is a movement with its origin in the Vati-
can.  Pope Paul VI wrote, “We wish to confirm once 
more that the task of evangelizing all people consti-
tutes the essential mission of the church.”  In 1990, 
Pope, now Saint, John Paul II wrote, “I sense that 
the moment has come to commit all the Church’s 
energies to a new evangelization.”  “…all the 
Church’s energies…”—pretty powerful stuff!  It is 
also a significant element in our instructions from 
Bishop Jenky as a newly established Parish Coun-
cil.  For the two Holy Fathers to so strongly empha-
size the need for A New Evangelization highlights 
how the secular culture’s value system has fallen so 
low so quickly. One can reasonably ask the question: 
“Is nothing sacred anymore?”  
   The New Evangelization, however, isn’t really 
new at all.  It’s been around from Day One, and at 
its very core is the command Christ gave his disci-
ples after His resurrection as found in Matthew 28: 
19.  “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you.”  
   I bring The New Evangelization up as something 
you can expect to be invited to take part in, or per-
haps more strongly, something you will be asked to 
commit to, simply because it’s in our collective best 
interest to do so, as individuals, as families, as a par-
ish, as a diocese, and as a faith.  So please look for 
this topic to be presented to you more fully in the 
coming months, and by all means, if it is something 
that appeals strongly to you, don’t hesitate to step 
up.  Your help will be greatly appreciated.  
   Your Parish Council is a prayerful group.  Father 
Dave refers to us as his personal prayer group.  We 
rely on the Holy Spirit to help us discern what 
course of action we should take.  In closing, I simply 
ask for your prayers of support as we go forward.  
 

 

   Hello, my name is Angela Sajdak and I am the newest 
member of Holy Cross Church. I have a human pet in 
my care, named Father Dave, and you may have seen 
us greeting my school children on weekday mornings 
or shaking hands after Mass. I am a true Southern 
Lady, born on June 7th of this year, in Silverhill, Ala-
bama, and am a pure bred descendant from royalty; Lu-
Cee Bell and Madison Prince Romeo are my mother 
and father. Not that I consider myself vain, but I truly 
AM a beauty, with my slim figure (I weigh about 3 
pounds) and long, soft white hair, and jet black smiling 
eyes. You have my permission to compliment me the 
next time we meet. 

   Most days are extremely busy, trying to keep track of 
my human pet, Father Dave, running laps at cheetah 
speed around the parish office, chewing rawhide, any 
untied shoes, or pant legs. My specialty, however, is 
greeting each visitor with an invitation to pet me. My 
favorite game is tug of war – just try and grab my chew 
bone and you will get a fresh education in humility, 
out-run and out-foxed by my mighty three-inch long 
legs. 
   My dad takes me to the beautician (he says that she is 
a veterinarian named Dr. Mary Welle) to get my hair 
and nails done frequently. I can be pageant-ready but I 
personally would never compete in such a contest, as it 
would be unfair to the other, less spectacular entrants. 
   Please feel free to come and meet me; my visiting 
hours are 8:00 A.M. to Noon and 1:00 to 4:00 P.M. 
Puppy Love, 
Angela  

Parish Council (continued from page 1) Furry Newcomer to Holy Cross 
Church 

As told to Victoria Fitzgerald 

Angela ready to greet visitors to the parish office.  Photo 
by Sharon Kristovich 
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   God works in many ways – mostly in ways we don’t 
expect. This year there have been two babies saved lo-
cally from the ravages of the RU-486 abortion pill (that 
we know of).  
   In one case, this past spring a couple took the abortion-
pill, and when they returned to Planned Parenthood, they 
were surprised to find out that the pill did not work, and 
their baby was still living. Despite signing a paper prom-
ising to ‘finish the job’ by having a surgical abortion at 
Planned Parenthood’s Chicago clinic, this couple took it 
as a sign that this baby was destined to live!  
   Our second save came when a woman took the first 
pill, but had a change of heart. With medical technology, 
extra progesterone taken early enough can counter-act the 
RU-486 abortion pill. She decided to get her parents in-
volved, and try the progesterone protocol. So far – 
Momma and baby are doing fine!! Praise God!  
  Please keep these families, and all others, in your 
prayers!  Here is an article by a doctor who was the first 
one to try extra progesterone to counteract the RU-486 
abortion pill. While we would like it if women would just 
let their pregnancies progress naturally, it’s amazing that 
women may be able to save their youngsters, even after 
they took RU-486. 
 
The day I performed the first-ever RU-486 abortion 
reversal  by Dr. Matt Harrison.    
Published Tue Dec 10, 2013 via www.LifeSiteNews.com 
Reprinted with permission from LifeSiteNews, a non-profit 
Internet service dedicated to issues of culture, life, and family.   
   Ashley was 20 years old and in love. So when she 
found out that she was pregnant, she was surprised but 
took her boyfriend at his word when he said he would 
take care of her and a baby if she ever became pregnant, 
after pressing her to become more intimate in their rela-
tionship.   
   She was crushed when he insisted that she get an abor-
tion. She was raised in a Christian home with supportive 
parents, and even though she knew her parents would be 
disappointed that she had become pregnant, she knew she 
could get through it with the promised support of her 
boyfriend.   
   But when he gave her the money for the abortion and 
said that he would not be able to get off work to go with 
her, she felt like she had been punched in the gut. He 

A Word from Joy… 
By Joy Pace 

convinced her that having a baby now would 
squelch her dream of nursing school, that her 
Christian parents would kick her out and that he 
was not about to support a baby that he wasn't 
ready for. She felt she had no choice. So she went 
to the abortion clinic.  
   Her pregnancy was confirmed at seven weeks, 
but they didn't let her see the baby or hear the 
heartbeat. She was given RU-486, the "abortion 
pill," and was watched while she swallowed it. 
She was immediately remorseful and knew this 
was going against everything she believed in. She 
did not want an abortion, she just wanted love and 
support. She asked the abortionist what she could 
do if she changed her mind, and she was told that 
if she did not complete the procedure and take the 
pills to induce labor, that her baby would still die, 
but if it didn't then it would be born deformed or 
mentally deficient.  
   Ashley was heartbroken and wanted help. She 
confessed to her mother what had happened and 
what she had done. But instead of rejecting Ash-
ley, her mother hugged her and offered the sup-

(Continued on page 11) 

Some of the 40 Days for Life Participants.  Photos by Paul 
Sefranek. 
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the years at Holy Cross Parish, and, of course, those 
who still do. Holy Cross Parish has been built on the 
sacrificial giving of generous parishioners. Our 102 
year history has many holy people who made stew-
ardship a way of life, and their path to holiness. 
  Our calling, as present day Holy Cross parishioners, 
is to keep Holy Cross parish growing, and to build on 
the strong foundation our forefathers and foremothers 
have laid. There is a constant need to offer our time, 
talent, and treasure for the upkeep and development 
of our parish. I refrain from asking for contributions. 
I’d rather bring the parish needs to your attention, and 
then rely on your Christian maturity to come forward 
and offer your time, talents, and treasure for the good 
of our parish. Your time, talent, and treasure are al-
ways needed. 
   Here are a few areas of our parish life where parish-
ioners have come forward and contributed their time, 
talent, and treasure: 1. With the tabernacle in Church 
being moved to the center altar, the beautiful area 
where the Blessed Sacrament was once reserved 
needed to be rededicated. The solution was to replace 
the seven foot marble tabernacle with a statue of the 
Blessed Mother—Our Lady Help of Christians—and 
create a Marian shrine, leaving the existing art work 
intact. We asked for donations to establish a memo-
rial for families and loved ones. We have collected 
the necessary funds ($35,376) to commission the pro-
ject. Thank you! 
   2. We have parishioners who have been generous 
with their time and talent. We have saved thousands 
of dollars on repair work because parishioners have 
donated their time and talent to paint walls, repair 
doors, and fix crumbling concrete and limestone 
stairs. Thank you! 
3. The roof over the entrance of the parish center was 
leaking for years. Finally, it was figured out what the 
problem was. Thank you for the generous parishioner 
who donated the money ($5,290) to fix the leak and 
keep us dry. 
4. We have a new organ console in our church. Ap-
proximately $14,500 was donated into a restricted 
fund for that purchase. Thank you! 
5. The school cafeteria has a new ceiling. The total 
cost was $25,000. Thank you for those who contrib-
uted towards that project. 
  Here are some areas still needing attention: 

1. The Parish Center roof is at least twenty-three 
years old. It has been patched up several times, but 
will need to be replaced in the not too distant future. 
Someone told me it would take $30,000. I think that 
is a rather low estimate. Parishioners have given 
$5,000 so far towards the new roof. 
2. The school classrooms need ceiling repairs and 
new lighting. We have one room completed. It takes 
$8,000 per classroom. We’re looking for some gener-
ous souls to “sponsor” a classroom ceiling or two. 
3. The school’s heating system is sixty years old and 
is showing its age. We have our fingers crossed that it 
will continue to keep our children warm this winter. 
To replace it is a major, major expense. 
4. Our new preschool is growing. Problem is: two 
years down the road we will need more room! There 
is a building across the street from our church (404 
W. Clark) that is for sale. The owner would very 
much like for the parish to own it for the promotion 
of Catholic education.  
  It would be quite good for our pre-school, and a cen-
ter for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.  
  One of our business minded parishioners is engi-
neering a plan for the acquisition of the building. 
  The asking price by the current owner is $200,000. 
Plus, we must figure in another $100,000 for renova-
tions. If you feel moved to be part of this project, give 
me a call. 
5. Finally, just like in any home, there is always 
maintenance of facilities that have to be done and 
matters that pop up that need to be attended to—and 
it all means the need for resources—time, talent, and 
treasure. 
   The financial figures of our parish are published in 
this issue of CRUX. As you will see, once again for 
the fiscal year of 2013-2014 the parish was in the 
“red”—we didn’t have enough income to pay our 
bills. This is the fourth year in a row that the parish is 
in the negative numbers.  
   However, with certain budget cuts and personnel 
changes, we hope to be in positive numbers for 2014-
2015. 
   I am very thankful for you who share your valuable 
time, talent, and treasure so generously with Holy 
Cross parish. I am rather amazed with the amount of 
contributions and donations we do receive. I would 
like to encourage those who can contribute more to 
do so. Your contribution is for God’s work. It’s for 
your “home.” It’s for your “family.” Because, here at 
Holy Cross, we are “always home, always family.” 

 Stewardship (continued from page 1) 
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Annual Statements for Holy Cross Church including School 

Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Fiscal Year

2013-2014 2012 - 2013 2011 - 2012 2010 - 2011

Source of Funds

Sunday & Holy Days Collections $778,998 $705,708 $697,190 $667,120

Donations for Church $91,981 $182,654 $98,232 $65,219

ADA Rebate $35,383 $22,866 $9,766 $0

Development Fund Collections $29,570 $27,809 $30,955 $49,582

Tuition  Assistance Collections & Donations $56,583 $69,991 $55,121 $46,428

Diocesan Tuition Assistance $26,342 $8,832 $17,082 $21,692

School Tuition & Fees $1,237,546 $1,284,575 $1,335,584 $1,342,069

Donations for School $51,729 $59,642 $50,548 $73,959

Program Fees $203,243 $210,011 $238,854 $246,853

Other $65,732 $44,743 $22,425 $20,417

Total Revenue $2,577,107 $2,616,832 $2,555,757 $2,533,339
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Use of Funds

Payroll $1,695,900 $1,745,911 $1,675,807 $1,635,768

Religious Education $73,117 $78,735 $86,771 $79,542

Operating Expenses, Books & Supplies $401,499 $356,281 $366,957 $371,943

St. Thomas More Investment $41,603 $30,351 $31,093 $33,397

STM Tuition Aid Expense $71,629 $64,258 $43,616 $67,755

HC Tuition Aid Expense $99,901 $111,776 $123,963 $106,988

Church Improvements $35,827 $78,183 $20,609 $80,384

School  Improvements $49,956 $76,392 $31,950 $74,246

Program Expenses $112,833 $89,715 $201,018 $201,282

Other $15,530 $14,090 $16,135 $15,492

Total Expenses $2,597,794 $2,645,692 $2,597,920 $2,666,797

Operating Income (Loss) ($20,688) ($28,860) ($42,163) ($133,458)

Fiscal Year             Fiscal Year           Fiscal Year           Fiscal Year 
2013-2014           2012-2013         2011-2012          2010-2011 
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Knights of Columbus Raise Funds, Give Tootsie Rolls 
By David Kristovich 

Editors’ note:  We would like to feature your parish ministry in a future issue!  
If you are involved with a ministry, please contact us at:  cruxathc@gmail.com 

   For many, the Knights of Columbus brings to mind 
Honor Guards wearing the colorful regalia and car-
rying the sword honoring Jesus and his Apostles 
during special Masses.   This past September, sev-
eral dozen Knights and helpers put on another spe-
cial symbol, the well-known yellow vests worn 
while collecting donations for the Intellectually Dis-
abled. 

   According to The Knightly News (Fall 2014), this 
year’s Tootsie Roll fund drive raised nearly $8,300. 
All of the proceeds (after supply costs) are distrib-
uted to programs that help those with Intellectual 
Disabilities, the vast majority of which goes to local 
organizations. Past recipients have included Swann 
Special Care Center and East Central Illinois Special 
Olympics. 

    This year marks the 45th annual “Tootsie Roll” 
drive, according to the Illinois State Council 
(www.illinoisknights.org). A reminder of the impor-
tance of such fund drives to organizations supporting 
Intellectual Disabilities struggling to maintaining 
their support activities, the Governor of Illinois is-
sued a special proclamation on April 2nd, 2014. In 
part, the proclamation states “… I, Pat Quinn, Gov-
ernor of the State of Illinois,  do hereby proclaim 
September 19-21, 2014 as HELPING CITIZENS 
WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES DAYS in 
Illinois, in support of the Illinois State Council of the 
Knights of Columbus’ worthy efforts, and encourage 
all citizens to do what they can to assist those who 
are affected by intellectual disabilities.” 

   Vanessa Duncan, Area 9 Director, gave us an idea 
of how important the Knights of Columbus are to 

Special Olympics Illinois. “ … The Knights of Co-
lumbus are wonderful sponsors and supports for Spe-
cial Olympics Illinois… Special Olympics Illinois 
Area 9 provides 6 sports competitions, 2 sports train-
ings, and 2 family integrated events throughout the 
year.  Area 8 of Champaign, Piatt, Vermillion, Ford, 
Iroquois, and Kankakee Counties provides 8 sports 
competitions, 3 sports trainings, and 1 family event 
for Special Olympics athletes throughout the year.  
Each of these competitions and events is free for all 
athletes, coaches, families, and fans for entry.  All 
athletes, their coaches/chaperones, and volunteers at 
the events are also provided with a free lunch.  Ath-
letes are awarded medals for the top three places and 
ribbons for places fourth through eighth, with Gold 
medal winners advancing to the next level of sport 
competition.   

   “… Special Olympics Illinois is one of the few 
states that does not charge athletes an entry fee to 
participate in any sport.  We want to maintain provid-
ing free sports trainings and competitions to the Spe-
cial Olympics athletes.  They have described their 
experiences in Special Olympics as life altering; 
“improved my confidence”, “made many new 
friends”, “getting healthier and learning to run 
faster”, “learning to be brave”, and “I am strong and 
have courage” (Scott Pickerell, Area 9 athlete who 
received Gold in bowling at Special Olympics Na-
tional Games in New Jersey, June 2014).” 

   “...please know how grateful I am to the Knights of 
Columbus for all their support and dedication to Spe-
cial Olympics Illinois athletes.  You all Rock!!!” 
(email from V. Duncan to cruxathc@gmail.com, 
dated 15 October 2014) 
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community.  Therefore, we have started an ad cam-
paign and are currently accepting sponsorships for ads 
throughout the community.  To learn more about the ad 
campaign, or to sponsor the cost of an ad in full or in 
part please contact Jack Clifford at 217-352-7210, 
or jclifford@hs-stm.org.   
   Friday, February 6th, is STM’s 9th annual Empty 
Bowl Supper where for a donation of $10 you can get a 
great bowl of soup, bread, dessert, a ceramic bowl and 
great entertainment!  Enjoy this opportunity to warm 
both your body and your soul!  Food and entertainment 
will be served any time from 5:30 to 7:30. 

   The High School of Saint Thomas More exists to as-
sist parents in forming students spiritually, morally, 
intellectually and physically in a Christ centered atmos-
phere of love, respect and reverence consistent with the 
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, sending them 
forth to fulfill their baptismal call as His disciples in the 
world. 

quickly re-integrated back into the game.  The benefits 
of ga-ga as a playground game include the develop-
ment of motor skills, fostering self-esteem and com-
munity & it provides continued activity.  A more com-
plete list of benefits can be found here: 

http://www.mambagaga.com/why-gaga/  Additionally, 
a great video showing kids playing ga-ga and giving 
information about the sport can be found here: What is 
Ga-Ga? (Mon. Week 3 2009)-see online Crux for link. 

   Ga-ga begins with someone throwing the gaga ball 
up into the air. When it bounces the players say "Ga" 
each bounce for the first two bounces. The player's 
back should stay on the wall until the two bounces are 
done. After two bounces the ball is in play and the 
game starts. Players "hit" the ball at each other in the 
ring. A player cannot "hit" the ball twice in a row 
unless it bounces off a wall or another person. When a 
player is hit below the waist, he/she leaves the pit. A 
player who hits or knocks the ball out of the pit is also 
out. 

   It has been said that ga-ga ball could be the most fun 
game on earth.  I think the kids at HCS would have to 
agree! 

The following people are being remembered in the 
annual Mass of Remembrance on November 2.  
Please keep them and their families in your 
prayers. 

Bernadette LaRocque (11-9-13) 
Luella Rennier (11-19-13) 

Brother Knight Linus Hettinger (11-27-13) 
James Gohl (12-02-13) 

Paula Kington-Miller (1-11-14) 
Henry Damski (1-20-14) 
Henry Spies (1-23-14) 

Nhi Leon (1-23-14) 
Ed Knoke (1-30-14) 

Roberta Palmer (2-02-14) 
Waunita Perrodin (2-09-14) 

Sir Knight Robert Pearson (2-18-14) 
Jerome Steerman (2-20-14) 

Richard Wold (2-20-14) 
Joseph Gertner (3-09-14) 

Brother Knight Barry Wassom (3-18-14) 
Camilla Morton (4-11-14) 
Patrick Zeglin (4-23-14) 

Mary Arlene Tangora (4-27-14) 
Joseph Santarelli (5-04-14) 

Deacon Don Fraley (5-10-14) 
Marguerite Pembroke (6-14-14) 

Robert Soucie (7-19-14) 
James Yost (7-22-14) 

George Baranski (8-06-14) 
Diane Siewert (8-18-14) 
Kurt Froehlich (8-22-14) 

James Gallivan (8-29-14) 
F. Dwyer Murphy (8-30-14) 

Jean Davis (8-31-14) 

Dorothy Fritchie (9-04-14) 
Sir Knight William Assell (9-29-14)  

STM (Continued from page 2) 

Mass of Remembrance 
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   She came back to our office and received progester-
one injections twice a week.  We became cautiously 
optimistic with each week that went by.  Ashley nerv-
ously had her 17-week ultrasound but instead of find-
ing a baby with three arms or other major deformi-
ties, her baby looked completely normal!  
   Week by week, we followed her progress and by 
week 28, she was off the progesterone and doing fine 
on her own.  Right on time, at full term, Ashley gave 
birth to a beautiful baby girl, Kaylie!  Healthy and 
full of life! The placenta which had been attacked by 
the RU-486 was deemed completely normal by the 
pathologist.  
   Since that time, I have seen Kaylie in my office and 
have been blessed to watch her grow into a funny, 
spunky little girl.  Now six years old and in first 
grade, Kaylie loves to cheer on her Wildcats!   
   And remember all those terrible things that were 
promised to happen to Ashley if she kept her 
baby?  Ashley was given boundless compassion and 
support by her loving parents and they did not kick 
her out.  Instead, they helped her along while she fin-
ished school and is now a Respiratory Therapist, sav-
ing little babies’ lives at a major Children's hospi-
tal.  She has bought and moved into her own home 
and is going back to school to get her Registered 
Nursing degree!   
God is not just good, He is Awesome and blows me 
away with the extravagance of his mercy and grace!   

port only a loving mother could. They called the local 
crisis pregnancy center, who then called me. When I 
answered the call, I had no idea what to do, but told 
them to send her over to talk.   
   She came to my office, shattered. It was about 36 
hours since she had taken the abortion pill, and she 
wanted to do whatever it would take to reverse it and 
save her baby. I consoled her and then excused my-
self to my office. I prayed, "God, what can I do?" 
This is not something taught in medical school or 
residency. In fact, we were taught that just about any 
problem in the first trimester is essentially untreatable 
to save the baby, to let nature take its course. But this 
wasn't nature, and I had this gnawing feeling that 
something could be done.   
   I started leafing through some textbooks and started 
thinking about how RU-486 worked. It is a progester-
one counterfeit. It tricks the body into thinking that it 
is progesterone, fills the progesterone receptor with a 
key that will not turn the lock. It is a very effective 
blocker, and there was no known antidote. The pla-
centa blood vessels act as if the mother is having a 
menstrual cycle and the placenta is starved and 
sloughs off, along with the baby, causing an abor-
tion.   
   God placed in my mind memories of my research in 
basic protein receptor biology. If we could flood Ash-
ley's system with progesterone, with "good" keys, 
then we might be able to out-compete the RU-486 
and fill the receptors with working keys that will sup-
port the baby's life like God designed.   
   We kept progesterone in our office for fertility 
treatments, so I told Ashley and her mother my plan 
and told her the risks. This had never been done, I 
doubted that it would work, that she could bleed, that 
the baby could die and then would need to be deliv-
ered, or worse. She didn't care about the risks to her. 
Ashley was ready to do anything to save her baby's 
life. So I injected her with 200 mg of progesterone. It 
was a Friday and I told her to come back on Mon-
day.   
   She started to bleed that weekend and went to the 
ER. Praise God, they found a heartbeat and Ashley 
got to see her baby! She was so thankful and felt that 
even if the baby died, that she had done what she 
could and was so grateful to see that heartbeat. So she 
went home and thankfully, the bleeding stopped.  

A Word from Joy, continued from page 5 

Some of the participants of the Life is Sweet/40 Days 
for Life event at Newman with Linda Couri.  People in 
pictured:  Eric Miller, Speaker Linda Couri, Joy Pace 
and Carlos Villanueva.  
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Holy Cross Feast Week, September 2014 
(Photos by Dave  Devall) 

Monday Bingo, September 15 

Prayer Service and Organ Recital, 
September 16 

Ice Cream Social, September 17 
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Holy Cross Feast Week, September 2014 
(Photos by Dave  Devall) 

Jerry Armstrong Show, September 18 
Hot Dog Day, September 19 

Family Fun Day Rolling Stones Tribute 
Band 

September 20 



The deadline for the  
January-February issue of The 

Crux is December 15th. 

 
We hope you and yours have a 
spiritually enriching Advent 

and Christmas! 

-the Editors 

 
Please send your submissions 

or suggestions to: 

 

cruxathc@gmail.com 

The Church of the Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross 

405 W. Clark St. 
Champaign, IL 

Phone: (217) 352-8748 
Fax: (217) 366-2929 

Email: office@holycrosscatholic.org 
Crux Email:  CruxatHC@gmail.com 

Look at these great contributions 
from our Parishioners! 

 
Yours could be here too- 

Articles, Pictures, Poems, Ideas, 
Anything!! 

Please send any suggestions or  
articles to:   

cruxathc@gmail.com 
 

Potato Chip Cookie Recipe 
Contributed By Nancy O’Dell 

 
Initial Ingredients: 
•       2 sticks of butter or margarine 
•       1 cup of white sugar 
•       1 cup of brown sugar 
Mix together. When it is mixed well, add: 
•       ½ teaspoon of baking soda 
•       ½ teaspoon of vanilla 
•       2 eggs 
Again mix together. When well-mixed, add: 
•       6-oz of chocolate and butter scotch chips 
•       1 bag of potato chips (the size you can find 
in a vending machine), crushed up 
Then add: 
•       2 ½ cup of flour. 
Mix it all and drop on an ungreased baking sheet. 
Bake for 10-12 minutes at 350°. It can make about 
6 dozen cookies, depending on how big your 
drops are.  

Dying, Rising, Mission 

By Audrey Plisch 
 

Blindness and lack of reverence profanes 

all that is needed in the Here and Now. 

When suffering encompasses close relationships 

dying to self-centered absorption is necessary. 

Letting go of one thing  makes room for another. 

Dying  allows one to be united to Larger Reality 

where  works of mercy encapsulate mission. 

Rising above hurt and blindness  

 allow Jesus to be the mission. 

Surrendering to the Now which God inhabits is 
foundational. 

Yes, all are loved. 

Oh,  my hurting, hungry, heart. 

I'll go with you  

where the finite manifests the infinite 

where the physical is doorway to the spiritual. 

All that is needed is right Here and right Now. 

The Incarnation always taking place 

and always mysterious.... 

to hold to God in every moment 

where He is perfectly hidden and at the same time 
perfectly revealed. 

A paradox to hold and  to live! 

Here and Now is where we live connected  

to the Real and the Eternal. 
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