
   Elementary school, of course, has a tre-
mendous impact on a person’s 
“educational career.”  It is his or hers first 
formal educational setting.  Children 
learn the basics and build foundations for 
higher education.  But there’s more.  
There is a great value in children being 
together for 8 or 9 years.  They become 
friends, or more like family. 

  The following reflection was written by 
one of our recent Holy Cross graduates, 
Joey Walker. Joey was a top student 
throughout his time at Holy Cross.  No 
doubt, he has learned much “book wise.”  
But here he shares something else that is 
so important to elementary education. 

   The 8th graders were asked to write a 
reflection after their class trip to Wash-
ington, D.C.   Joey wrote: 

 

   Ever since I was in kindergarten, I was 
always looking forward to eighth 
grade.  Eighth graders seemed so cool to 

me because they got to be the oldest in the 
school and have a colored shirt to stand 
out from everyone else, but most impor-
tantly they got to go to Washington, D.C. 

   Looking back, I remember that I almost 
didn't want to go on the trip anymore for 
fear it would be over too quickly and so 
would end the days I have with my class-
mates.  I now know the best part of the trip 
was my classmates.  There were so many 
spectacular things to see, but I truly think 
that the whole class was better.  I have 
been with these kids too long not to think 
of them as my family, and going on the 
trip with them made it a thousand times 
more memorable. 
   Every morning I would see them, and 
they would instantly wipe off my groggi-
ness and put a smile on my 
face.  Throughout the trip I tried my hard-
est to stay in touch with everyone because 

(Continued on page 4) 

What’s Important About Grade School?  Joey Walker’s Reflection     
By Father Dave Sajdak and Joey Walker 

“I have been with 
these kids too long 
not to think of them 
as my family, and 
going on the trip with 
them made it a thou-
sand times more 
memorable.” 

-Joey Walker 
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Extraordinary Jubilee Year Dedicated to Mercy 
By Audrey Plisch 

   Pope Francis has announced an Ex-
traordinary Jubilee year dedicated to 
mercy beginning on December 8, 2015 
(feast of the Immaculate Conception) 
and ending on November 20, 2016 
(feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ King 
of the Universe). Mercy is a theme 
which is dear to Francis as it is the 
central theme of his episcopal motto: 
miserando atque eligendo. One trans-
lation of the motto is: with eyes of 
mercy.  Pope Francis states: Mercy is 

the best thing we can feel: it changes 
the world.  A little mercy make the 
world less cold and more just. We 
need to understand properly this 
mercy of God, this merciful Father 
who is so patient. 

    It is the Holy Father's intent that this 
Year of Mercy enable the Church to 
make clear its mission of being a wit-
ness of mercy.  Be merciful as your 

(Continued on page 4) 



WHEN? 

 

Contact The Crux Editors today 
(cruxathc@gmail.com).  

 

For an article to make it into the 
November/December issue of The 
Crux, we would need a draft article 
by  

OCTOBER 15 

On the topic: 

What is important to you at  STM? 

WANTED!! 

 

Students or adults associated with 
The High School of St. Thomas 
More.  

 

WHY? 

 

To write an article every two 
months for The Crux, highlighting 
what is happening at the school.   

 

IS THIS IMPORTANT?  

 

YES!!!  

 

Readers of the Crux are very 
proud of our high school. Those 
who support the school through 
prayers, contributions, and time 
want to know the inside scoop on 
what is happening!  

CONTACT US TODAY! 

cruxathc@gmail.com 

H O L Y  C R O S S  S C H O O L  H A P P E N I N G S  
B Y   

E L I Z A B E T H  K E L L E Y  
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F R O M  T H E  H I G H  S C H O O L  O F  S T .  T H O M A S  M O R E  
 

   Although our students have not been in atten-
dance, Holy Cross School has been a busy place 
this summer!  Under the care of Bill Graham, 
Dwain Shuler, Steve Goyette, and Peggy Loftus, 
the school has received its annual summer deep 
clean.  Walls have been painted, floors cleaned and 
waxed, and a bathroom had some renovation.  
There were ceilings and lighting replaced in three 
classrooms.  The school office had a renovation 
with new paint, carpet, and a new configuration.  
As this is being written, busy teachers are getting 
classrooms ready for our students who will arrive 
on August 19 for the first day of school. 

   A few of our changes for the 2015-2016 school 
year include band and music moving to a full size 
classroom.  Our teacher, Ms. Omie Nivens, has 
been organizing this new room for a good portion 
of the summer.  It is wonderful that her classes 
will meet in the same room throughout the school 
day!  Another change involves grades 5-8.  5th 
grade will be partially self-contained with students 
switching teachers for math/science and reading/
social studies.  This will prepare them for our mid-
dle school program where students will switch 

classes for every subject.  In  this program, we have 
each teacher focusing one subject across the 6th, 7th, 
and 8th grade levels.  We are confident that this model 
will benefit our students in countless ways.   

   Our preschool is growing by the day!  At last count 
we welcome 50 preschoolers to Holy Cross!  The pre-
school will kick off the school year with classrooms in 
the main school building.  They will move to the new 
building when it is ready.  Hopefully you saw the arti-
cle about our preschool in the Catholic Post!  It was 
great! 

   The Crusader 5K was a big success.  It was held on 
August 9 at St. Thomas More.  Lots of fun was had by 
all.  Many thanks to Annessa Parisi, Renee Hunt, 
Mary Tate, and  Adam Smith, who spent countless 
hours organizing and running this event. 
   Please look for regular school updates in future Crux 
issues.  You may check our website, holycrosse-
lem.org , at any time.  Follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter as well!  Thank you for your prayers and sup-
port throughout the year.  Please know that we are 
thankful for you and that we pray for our alumni and 
benefactors daily as a school.  May God bless you un-
til next time! 
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   God is always giving us amazing gifts - all day long. I 
started realizing this when I had spiritual friends giving 
me very good guidance. I may not pay attention like I 
ought, but in many ways God keeps giving amazing 
gifts. I see this especially with Pro-Life and Outreach 
work. 

    I tell lots of stories from our Pro-Life work. Good sto-
ries need repeating, and God provides us 
with lots of miracles. The longer I work in 
this area, I realize that many of our suc-
cesses and stories God does not have to let 
us know at all. But always, at the right 
time, God lets us know: "keep going," and 
that He is pleased with our efforts for Him. 
It could be an encouraging word, a gener-
ous donation, a project that went very well 
or a thumbs-up from someone. Whether 
it’s big or small, these Kisses from God 
help us to keep serving Him via Pro-Life 
work. 

    We just had another Kiss from God -- 
and this one was a big one! We found out 
we had a woman and child saved from 
abortion - and we did not even know about 
it! 

    During this summer, our 40 Days’ team 
is undergoing a transition. Eric - a long 
standing Friday morning sidewalk coun-
selor will be returning to school - but in 
Ohio. Laura, who headed up our local 40 Days, will re-
turn to school - also in Ohio! So when Laura came out 
on a Friday morning in July (when she normally did 
not), I knew that things would be special. This was one 
of the last Friday mornings together before they both 

left. 
   We had a normal prayerful morning, and a young 
woman pushing a baby in a stroller walked to the local 
County Market. After she bought her groceries, she 
came by us. Laura turned around to let he go by, and all 
of a sudden there was a joyous squealing! It turned out 
that Laura and this young woman knew each other! I 
just figured they we long, lost friends, but then they hap-

pily told me the "rest of the story...." 

    Eric had been doing sidewalk counseling for a 
while. Laura was more comfortable praying on the 
sidewalk, and lately had been engaging women. 
Laura had met Taylor a few months before. It 
turned out that she was seriously considering an 
abortion. Laura and Taylor talked that fateful day - 

and then Taylor went home to make 
her decision. She and her family felt 
that meeting Laura was a sign from 
God that Taylor should not abort her 
youngster. And she didn’t, Praise 

 God!  
   Now God did not have to let us 
know of this save. I figure all will be 
revealed when we meet God face to 
face. But God in His mercy decided 
to let us know that indeed, Taylor and 
Laura had formed this beautiful mys-
tical bond, and a life was saved! 

  Now are things perfect for Taylor? 
No. But knowing of her situation is 
allowing Taylor to have 3 more 
friends (Eric, Laura and myself) who 
care about her -- and we will help her 
and her little daughter. These friend-
ships are forged for a long time. And 
God, in his good graces, wanted it to 
continue. 

   We are helping this new mommy to feel more 
comfortable in her new role. Helping others is so 
rewarding - and that help is a mutual thing. When 
we help others, our hearts expand and grow. 
We will always grateful to Taylor for changing her 
mind about abortion - and we are grateful to God 
for allowing us to see the outcome of that beautiful 
conversation. 

    So - do I like Kisses from God? You bet! God 
always has the best surprises in store - for you and 
me! He is generous beyond measure, and certainly 
gives the best gifts! 

Kisses from God - reflecting on God’s Unexpected Gifts 

A Word from Joy… 
By Joy Pace 

Laura (left, holding Aaliyah) and 
Taylor 

Photo courtesy of Joy Pace  
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father is merciful (Luke 6:36), will be the verse for 
the year.  It is a journey which starts with a spiritual 
conversion.  Pope Francis is convinced that the 
whole Church will be able to find in this Jubilee the 
joy of rediscovering and making fruitful the mercy 
of God with which we are called to give consolation 
to every man and every woman of our time. We call 
on God in our weakness with the recognition that 
strength comes from above.  When we are helping 
people to become aware of God's  mercy, we do so 
in a concrete way.  An attitude of mercy, of com-
passion, of forgiveness pushes us to go past the sur-
face and to delve into the depths of what really mat-
ters.  

  As members of a family, the family of God here at 
Holy Cross, we claim in our mission statement: we 
are here to continue the life-giving works of Jesus 
Christ.  We can view the purpose of multiple or-
ganizations here at Holy Cross in light of making 
fruitful the mercy of God.  When we view what we 
participate in as being a witness of mercy, we come 
to see the need of showing mercy in our interac-

tions with every human-being.  To name the organiza-
tions here at Holy Cross which allow us to participate 
God's mercy would make for a long, long list.  It might 
be more meaningful if each organization or group make  
known how the mercy of God is shown in what they 
do.   

  One of these groups of which I am a member is Eu-
charistic Ministry.  Eucharistic Ministers here at Holy 
Cross on a weekly basis reach out to shut-ins to those at 
home, in a nursing home, or hospital bed.   We bring 
not only the Eucharist but also our interest, compas-
sion, smiling faces, and whatever is needed to this 
group who are members of God's family.  So many 
times it is we who are ministered to through the very 
ones we are meant to minister to.  Ministry is a two-
way street in which the ministers are ministered to.  
This ministry is joyful, humbling, and filled with bless-
ings.  I am delighted the Pope has declared an extraor-
dinary year of mercy.  It is not only the pope's prayer 
but the prayer of each one of us that we may: find in 
this jubilee the joy of rediscover and render fruitful the 
mercy of God. 

Year of Mercy (continued from page 1) 

I knew our years were coming to an end.  I will never 
again be with all of these loving, kind, compassionate 
people who only want the best for me, and I hope they 
know I want the same for them. I always will pick my 
classmates every time I am asked the question, “What 
was your favorite part of the trip?” 
   I will miss dearly my eighth grade family, and I will 
also miss Holy Cross along with the trip.  Throughout 
these nine years the memories have added up, and 
now I have too many to forget about them or my ex-
periences here.  I thank and appreciate everyone. 

 

   Academic performance is surely important in ele-
mentary education. Still there are other skills and in-
fluences that are just important, such as social skills, 
respect, self-worth, empathy, realizing your own po-
tential—and the people you share your growing up 
years with. 

   Thank you, Joey, for reminding us of these.  God 
bless you as you begin high school. 

 

 

 Walker Reflection (continued from page 1) 
Clip and Save!! 

Upcoming Pro-Life Events 

Sept 12, 4-7 pm -  Celebrate Life Music fest / 40 
Days kickoff - Holy Cross 

Sept 23 - Nov 2 - 40 Days for Life - at our local 
Planned Parenthood 302 E Stoughton, Champaign 

October 4, 2-3 pm - Life Chain - Hessel Park 

 

October 21, 7:30 pm - Holy Cross Coffee House - 
NaPro Technology with Jen Mokos  

October 23 - Linda Couri at STM (daytime) 

October 24, 7 pm- evening Life is Sweet event - 
Linda Couri at Feeney Hall - St. Matthew 
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Prayer of Pope Francis for the Holy Year of Mercy 

Contributed by Audrey Plisch 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, 

and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him. 

Show us your face and we will be saved. 

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; 
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; 

made Peter weep after his betrayal, 

and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. 

Let us hear,  as if addressed to each one of us the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: 

"If you knew the gift of God!" 
You are the visible face of the invisible Father, 

of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: 

let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified. 

You willed that your ministers be also clothe in weakness 

in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: 

let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. 

Send you Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, 

so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, 

and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor, 

proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight to the blind. 

We ask this through the intercession of Mary Mother of Mercy, 

you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 

Amen 

Parishioners! 
 

We need your submissions- 
Articles, Pictures, Poems, Ideas, Recipes, 

Anything!! 
 

Please send any suggestions or  
articles to:   

cruxathc@gmail.com 
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The Great Value of Preschool  
By Father Dave Sajdak  

   Preschool education plays an essential role in 
early childhood development, both socially and 
academically. It prepares children socially, emo-
tionally and academically for kindergarten. Attend-
ing preschool therefore has long term benefits for 
children to ensure that they are ready for a class-
room environment. 
   Education experts say:  Preschool builds social 
skills and communication skills.  Preschool im-
proves confidence and self-esteem in the develop-
ing child.  Preschool increases 
concentration abilities through 
the participation in different 
activities. Preschool builds 
cognitive skills.  Preschool 
forms a solid educational 
foundation for the child to 
build on. 
   Statistics show that children 
who join preschool do well at 
reading skills and math than 
those who begin their educational career with kin-
dergarten.  Children attending preschool learn how 
to follow instructions, and tend to be more emotion-
ally mature when entering kindergarten.  To be 
sure, during their early years, children go through 
critical stages of development, and consistent, high-
quality early childhood education can have long-
lasting, beneficial effects on the overall develop-
ment of children. 
   With all this said, HOLY CROSS SCHOOL has 
begun the FIRST CATHOLIC PRESCHOOL in 
Champaign, IL. 
   Being a Catholic preschool, we, of course, have 

the wonderful opportunity to “sow seeds of faith” in the 
hearts of our students.   Holy Cross Preschool presents 
our Catholic faith in a way that little ones can under-
stand.  To this end, Holy Cross Parish offers the Cate-
chesis of the Good Shepherd program for preschool 
age children.  This is a catechetical program based on 
the educational method of Maria Montessori, devel-
oped by Scripture scholar Sofia Cavalletti.  According 
to Sofia, in assisting the religious potential of a child, 
we do not impose something from the outside, but re-

spond to the child’s silent re-
quest, “Help me come closer to 
God by myself.” 
   At the start of the school year 
we had 51 registered preschool-
ers.  Obviously, the need and de-
sire for a Catholic preschool ex-
ists!   To provide the best pre-
school education we have dedi-
cated two classrooms in our 
Holy Cross School for preschool 
education.  However, we hope to 

have a new home for our Littlest Crusaders ready by 
the Feast of St. John Bosco (Jan. 31), which is within 
Catholic School Week. 
   To make our plan a reality, we need help from parish-
ioners and anyone interested in helping to educate the 
next generation.  St. John Bosco said:  “Do you want to 
do a good deed?  Teach the young.  Do you want to 
perform a holy act?  Teach the young.  Truly, now and 
for the future, among holy things, this is the holiest.” 
   Any donation of any size is BIG towards our goal of 
helping our kids.  Thank you for your interest, and God 
bless you. 

Editors’ note:  We would like to feature your parish ministry in a future issues! If you are involved with a min-
istry, please contact us at:  cruxhc@gmail.com  
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REFURBISHING THE NEW PRE-SCHOOL BUILDING 
Photos by Dave Devall 
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Just a few more fun details about… 

    Mouse Races  
by Jocelyn Unger 

(see calendar at left) 
You’ve seen the Kentucky Derby where the 

horses compete…now you get to watch some 
live mouse racing at Holy Cross. There will be 
10 races - 6 mice in each race. Come for all 10 
races or just a few. 

You & your family can buy a chip(s) for $2 each. 
You can then use these chips to choose 
the mouse you think will win! 

If your mouse wins, you earn some cool cash!  
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   There are several catechetical opportunities this fall at 
Holy Cross.  For more information on any of these, 
please contact Cindy Howie at 352-8748. 
   Religious Formation at Holy Cross (RCIA) classes 
are for:  Non-Catholics who know they want to join or 
who may be interested in joining but need more infor-
mation first; Catholics who have never received the 
sacraments of Eucharist and/or Confirmation; and mar-
ried couples of mixed religious faiths who wish to unite 
their religious practice in Catholicism.  If you, or some-
one you know, want to become Catholic, now’s the 
time to make that call!  
   The Family Formation Program serves all families 
with children in grades K - 6. It is a faith formation op-
portunity for all parents and children. For children not 
enrolled in a Catholic school, Family Formation fulfills 
the need for religious education and sacramental prepa-
ration. Families are supported and encouraged in their 
efforts to pray, worship, and grow in faith together as a 
Catholic family. Home lessons full of fun and easy ac-
tivities are provided and families meet once a month 
for class and formation. It's a wonderful way to help 
your family grow in the Catholic faith and also a great 
opportunity to be a part of the Holy Cross Community. 
   The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is available for 
preschool-aged children. This program is an approach 

to the religious formation of children that is 
rooted in the Bible, the liturgy of the Church, and 
the educational principles of Maria Montessori. 
The children come to a room or  “atrium” where 
every object is a help to knowing God. The 
atrium is a place of simplicity, order, prayer, work 
and community.  Children are given the opportu-
nity to independently discover the beauty of the 
Catholic faith and their role as a part of the body 
of Christ. 
    Children’s Liturgy of the Word is a program 
for our younger parishioners that is provided dur-
ing the 10:00 a.m. Mass every Sunday. Children 
are dismissed during the Liturgy of the Word to 
listen to the readings, sing songs, and participate 
in activities that will help them better understand 
the scripture messages.   
   Volunteer catechists are needed for this pro-
gram.  As a catechist/leader, all materials are pro-
vided and prepared for you. The kids have a great 
time and get to learn about Jesus and scripture 
together. Anyone who would like to see how the 
Children's Liturgy works please feel free to join 
us any Sunday. 
 

Catechesis Connections 
By Cindy Howie 

Scott Montgomery, shown at left, com-
memorated his 20th year as Holy Cross’s 
Organist and Music Director by sharing  
his ministry in a personal way with a se-
ries of concerts each Sunday in August.   

 

Holy Cross is blessed to have such a  

talented individual in charge of its music 
program, and so to you, Scott, a heart-felt 
“thank you” for the last 20 years with the 
hope of many more to come. 

Photo and caption courtesy of  

Dave Devall 

 

Look for an article on Scott and his mu-
sic ministry in an upcoming issue of the 
Crux! 

Congratulations Scott on your 20th Anniversary at 
Holy Cross! 
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parishioners just like me, people taking their individ-
ual journeys together.  It is about figuring out what 
kind of a Christian you are, how you can develop 
your God-given talents, how you can truly claim to 
be a child of God. 

   The weekend holds some surprises, lots of laugh-
ter, moments of awakening, and fills each individual 
with a sense of joy.  Over the years I have had lots 
of people tell me they were sorry they had waited so 
long to come, that the weekend went by so fast and 
they didn't want to leave, that they were beginning to 
blossom more fully with a deeper sense of love -- for 
their families, for the people of Holy Cross Parish, 
for themselves.  And one of the best things about a 
WATCH weekend is that you come away knowing 
more of your fellow parishioners and can actually 
put a name to more of the people you see in Mass 
each week. 

   Please join us. The next weekend is October 16-
18.  There will be music (no singing required), good 
food, a better sense of belonging to your parish fam-
ily, and above all peace.  I found all of that and more 
because of my experience.  No guarantees, of 
course, but I'll bet you will find something special in 
a WATCH weekend for you. 

There are WATCH brochures in the back of church 
and in the parish office.  The cost is $25 which cov-
ers all your meals, snacks, the team's supplies.  
Scholarships are always available.  I hope to see you 
there. 

Our next WATCH weekend is October 16-18th.   

Join us and see what the Holy Spirit has in store for you! 

 

   Why Attend WATCH? 

   That's what I was thinking about eighteen years ago 
as I heard Carol Bergeson give a short talk about the 
parish's renewal program after Mass one Sunday.  I'd 
been to Cursillo been a speaker and leader of the TEC 
program (Teens Encounter Christ), and had helped 
spearhead CHRP (Christ Renews His Parish) at St. 
Patrick's in the '80s.  These programs all are similar 
in themed talks, so  how could WATCH (We Are The 
CHurch) be much different? 

   I had been observing Carol for some time.  She was 
involved in RCIA and the Sunday children's liturgy, 
was a Eucharistic Minister, and seemed to be a happy 
Christian.  I thought "I want to be like her when I 
grow up."  (I was around 50 at the time). And now 
she was inviting us, me, to attend a WATCH week-
end.  Could there be a connection? 

   There were about 15 people who attended that 
weekend, plus the team of about 12, a small group, 
just right to get to know everyone in the room.  Per-
haps it was one of those desert times in my life, a dry 
time spiritually, and the Holy Spirit helped place me 
in that group; He had a plan for me.   

   I do not take the call of the Holy Spirit lightly.  On 
my first WATCH weekend He opened me to the 
wonders of who I was as a Catholic, how much I did 
not know about myself as a traveler in this world, and 
the possibilities of what I could become.  I "got" what 
God had been trying to tell me for years.   

A WATCH weekend is about getting to know other 

Why Attend Watch? 
By Elaine Hershbarger 
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  This is the 98th anniversary of the feast of 
Fatima, the day in 1917 when God worked 
the miracle of the sun and the Blessed 
Mother appeared and asked us to pray the 
Rosary.   Join us and pray in solidarity with 
thousands of others across our nation. Amer-
ica and the whole world need your prayers! 
   Mark your calendar for Champaign's An-
nual Rosary Rally, Saturday, October 
10th, at Hessel Park.   We will gather at 

Rosary Rally 2015 
By Tracy Duchinsky 

Children of Hope and Faith  
Arts and Crafts Bazaar 

By Tracy Duchinsky 

    Plan to attend the 4th Annual ARTS & 
CRAFTS BAZAAR benefiting the Children of 
Hope and Faith on Saturday, October 24, 8:00 
to 2:00 pm and  Sunday, October 25  9:00 am 
to 1:00 pm at the Holy Cross Parish Center.   
Free Admission! 
   The Arts and Crafts Bazaar features handmade 
treasures by parish and local artisans, baked 
goods and kids craft activities!  
   This Bazaar  is one of two major fundraisers for 
Children of Hope and Faith. Proceeds from this 
event are used for tuition scholarships and special 
projects.  For more information on Children of 
Hope and Faith please visit us online: 
www.childrenofhopeandfaith.org .                 
    

We need your help!  If you enjoy service or working in 
the community, please join us!  There are many oppor-
tunities to get involved: 
 Donating craft items to sell at the Bazaar! 
 Baking something for the Bazaar---drop off on Fri-
day, Oct. 23 @ Holy Cross parish center during set up 
from 4:00 - 7:45 PM 
 Helping out at the Bazaar. 
 Coming to shop--bringing a friend! 
 Promoting the Bazaar  
 Praying for the success of the Bazaar 
  If you would like to help or for more information, con-
tact Tracy Duchinsky: 689-4168 or 721-2524; 
tded@sbcglobal.net      Hopefully we will “C U at the 
fair” (Bazaar)! 

11:30 in the park, near the west 
Grandview/Kirby corner. Look for 
our banner.  Prayers begin promptly at 
Noon. 
  Questions? call Tracy Duchinsky- 
6 8 9 - 4 1 6 8  o r  7 2 1 - 2 5 2 4 ; 
tded@sbcglobal.net 


