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Crux (krux, krooks) 

n., pl. cruxes or cruces 

1.  A critical or  crucial point. 

[Latin, CROSS] 

In this issue: 

 A Lenten challenge: let god love you 
 

 A couple of weeks ago, we were all amazed or shocked to hear that Pope Bene-
dict 16th was resigning.  What a great act of humility!  Pope Benedict has been a great 
teacher, evangelist, and man of faith.  As we know, he has dedicated this year as a Year of 
Faith.   

 During this Lenten Season, we have all made our sacrifices, but something I 
would like us all to try is to simply allow God to love us.  Let Him in our hearts and lives.  
So many times when we stumble and fall through our sinfulness, we run away from God 
and say we are not worthy.  We must remind ourselves that the Lord loves us and wants 
us to return to Him.  Through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we meet and encounter 
this unconditional love.  We have to remember, “Lord, never let me feel that any sin of 
mine is greater than your love.  No matter what my past has been, I can begin anew”.  (9th 
Station from Everyone’s Way of the Cross by Clarence Enzler). 

 This Sacrament wipes away our sins, and Christ creates a clean heart in us.  To 
hear the words of absolution comforts us and gives us peace.  Our souls are completely 
renewed.  We are in the state of grace which enables us to go out and be true witnesses of 
His mercy and love to all we meet.   What a great joy and responsibility the Lord has giv-
en us! So let us all stop saying we are unworthy but rather recognize our weaknesses and 
know that it is through the grace of God that we are able to spread the faith. 

 As we rejoice in the Resurrection this Easter, we will be welcoming in a new 
Pope.  This should fill us with great enthusiasm to celebrate our Catholic heritage and 
become a more Dynamic Catholic in our Parish, Diocese, and world.  May we all encour-
age one another to grow, live, and practice our Faith daily, especially as we celebrate this 
Year of Faith. 

 

In Christ, 

Father Steve 

Holy Week Schedule 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Vigil Masses all begin at 
7 p.m., The Blessing of the Easter food will take place on Holy 
Saturday at 1 p.m., and Easter Masses will be at 8:00 a.m., 
10:00 a.m., and 11:30 a.m. 

Special pro-life section pages 3—7  
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CRUSADER CORNER 

HAPPENINGS AT HOLY CROSS SCHOOL 

BY  ROSE COSTELLO, PRINCIPAL  

 Where has the school year gone?  Here we are more than halfway through the 3rd quarter!  We ended Catholic Schools 
Week with one of the students’ favorite activities, the Sock Hop, which is put on by the Parent Teacher Club.  Poodle skirts and 
petticoats ruled the evening!  A good time was had by all, and you can find pictures of the proceedings on page 9.  The school mu-
sical this year is HONK!, based on Hans Christian Anderson’s The Ugly Duckling.  It will be presented April 11th through April 14th.  
Rehearsals are already underway, so mark your calendars for this special treat.  You can now find Holy Cross School on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/holycrosselemschool. 

 As always, we are so grateful for your support in providing a quality, Catholic education for our children.  You are as 
integral a part of the Holy Cross education process as our faculty and staff.  Know that every time you help your children with 
their homework, bring them to or from the various activities we provide, and set your moral bar high as an example for them to 
strive for, you enhance our ability to educate all of the Holy Cross children.  I welcome your questions or comments, and you can 
reach me at 356-9521.   

Scout Sunday was observed on February 3rd.   At top left, various components of scouting bring up 
the gifts during the 10 o’clock Mass.  At top right, Boy Scout Troop 9 also held a pancake & sausage 
breakfast in the parish center’s great hall.  Bottom left and right, girls and boys who were award re-
cipients in their particular scouting endeavor. 

Scout Sunday observed February 3rd 
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a closer look at the people, places,  and 

 activities at Holy Cross.  In this issue, 

Pro-Life  

 This issue’s Focus section shines the spotlight on the Pro-Life movement.  Abortion-on-demand is supported and endorsed in the highest 
halls of our state and federal government, and with every abortion that takes place, our country slinks further and further down the moral ladder 
regarding the value it assigns to human life.  There is historical precedent of what can result when the value of life reaches a certain ‘tipping 
point’.  Nazi Germany’s inhumane treatment and slaughter of Jews in the ‘30s and ‘40s is well documented, but what is not as well known is its 
treatment of its physically and mentally impaired citizens.  Those individuals were also exterminated simply because they were determined by the 
State to be an unproductive drain on Germany’s resources, as well as ‘bad seed’ that needed to be removed from German racial stock.  Their deaths 
also served the incidental purpose in the design of more efficient methods of killing large numbers of people.  You might say, “We’ll never reach 
that point,” but I would draw your attention to partial birth abortions when a live, viable person has been born only to be murdered.  If this literal 
life-or-death issue isn’t addressed and morally re-aligned now, then when?  And if not by us, by whom?  Speak up for the unborn.  We are the only 
voice they have.  Ed.       

Adoption: A courageous decision 
    By 

Lori Borgman 
             Reprinted by permission of the author 

 

 Friends are celebrating a new addition to their fami-
ly. It’s a boy. He has dark hair and dark eyes. And he weighs 
105 pounds.  That is National Enquirer large for an infant, but 
he’s not an infant.  He’s 14.  With their biological children 
grown, and more love and resources still to share, this couple 
became foster parents. They fell in love with this young man 
and adopted him. He’s nearing the peak of teenage boy awk-
wardness, yet he nearly beams and is at ease with his new fami-
ly.   
 Ironically, the finalization of his adoption nearly 
collided with the 40th anniversary of Roe v. Wade. He is one of 
those who easily could have been an abortion statistic. But he 
wasn’t. He has had a brutally hard start to life, but now he has 
a good family and a bright future. We think we know from the 
beginning how every story will unfold, but we don’t.  
 We don’t know how Roe v. Wade will continue to 
unfold. According to a Pew Research poll only 44 percent of 
adults younger than 30 know that Roe v. Wade legalized abor-
tion. They’re like the young tart in “Monster-In-Law” who 
thought Roe v. Wade was a boxing match. 
 In the early days following Roe v. Wade, it was not 
uncommon to find family practice doctors performing abor-
tions. Today, 87 percent of all counties lack an abortion pro-
vider. Abortionists have become the pariahs of the medical 
community. There are only four abortionists left who still per-
form third-trimester abortions, a grisly procedure too grue-
some to describe here, but a procedure nonetheless voted in 

favor of twice by our sitting president. 
 During the past four decades, post-abortion syn-
drome has been identified as a disorder needing treatment. 
Even Planned Parenthood clinics offer post-abortion counsel-
ing.  Abortion is an issue that ties your brain in knots. People 
drop from the trees to fight for animal rights, but those same 
activists are usually pro-abortion when it comes to the rights of 
unborn humans.  Here in Indianapolis, a pregnant woman tried 
to take her life two years ago and failed, but the poison killed 
her unborn baby. She was charged with murder and feticide. 
Unravel that one with any semblance of logic if you can.  
NARAL quotes a poll that claims 63 percent of Americans op-
pose overturning Roe v. Wade while pro-life camps cite a 
CNN poll that says 62 percent of respondents want abortion 
illegal or legal only in certain cases.  
  In the early days, the debate centered on whether 
“it” was life.  Technology has answered loud and clear in 3-D 
ultrasound. Today, the consensus is that it is life; the question 
now is whether one life has the right to terminate another.  
 In a sense, adoption and opening the doors to foster 
children have become the pro-life counterattacks on abortion. 
It is a case of actions speaking louder than words — it is the 
answer to the scurrilous charge that pro-lifers only care for life 
in the womb.  In the midst of an ugly battle with no end in 
sight, giving life, caring for life and making a home for the 
homeless is a beautiful act of both courage and charity.  
 
Lori Borgman’s new book, “The Death of Common Sense and Pro-
files of Those Who Knew Him,” is now available online.  You can 
visit this author at www.loriborgman.com or e-mail her at 
lori@loriborgman.com. 

“It’s come to my attention that those who support abortion have already 
been born.” 

Attributed to President Ronald Reagan 

http://www.loriborgman.com
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My Time at Heather’s House 

 
By 

 John-Paul Deddens 
August 20th, 2012 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This post is from Jessica Marks, a former Students for 
Life (SFLI) intern and the founder of IIT Students for Life. This 
is about her recent experience working at a maternity home.  
 Enter Jessica… 

For me, being pro-life is not simply about praying 
outside of an abortion clinic, putting a bumper sticker on your 
car, or voting for pro-life candidates. Being pro-life isn’t even 
just about opposing abortion. To be truly, thoroughly ‘pro-
life,’ one must embrace all stages and aspects of life. I’m not 
saying I have it all figured out – I have a long ways to go. Over 
the past few years, I have caught brief glimpses of what pro-life 
living can be, and it is beautiful and mysterious. I hope my ex-
periences at Heather’s House can inspire you to keep fighting 
the good fight. Believe me, it’s worth it! 

When I graduated from college in May 2011, I had no 
idea what I was going to do for the next year.  I was engaged to 
be married, so I didn’t want have to find and furnish my own 
place for one year, only to consolidate everything after we 
were married. I also wasn’t a big fan of the prospect of moving 
back to North Dakota/Minnesota to live with my parents for a 
year.  

John-Paul Deddens told me that Aid for Women, one 
of Chicago’s pregnancy centers, was opening a maternity home 
in Des Plaines. They were looking for young, single women to 
live and work there as Residential Assistants. The position was 
exactly what I wanted and needed – non-profit, pro-life work, 

close to Chicago, and I wouldn’t have to buy any of my own 
furniture.  

Within a week of applying, I had had an online inter-
view and was hired as the first Residential Assistant (RA) at 
Heather’s House by Aid for Women! 

[Note from John-Paul: I remember how excited Jessi-
ca was when she got this job. Most recent college graduates 
would be much more excited about landing a job with a big pay
-check. But Jessica is not like most people. As you'll see, she 
isn't just kind of pro-life, she's pro-life all the way!] 

So, I moved into Heather’s House about a week be-
fore any of the residents. It was very quiet, having an entire 
building to myself. In that time, I thought a lot about what the 
next year would be like – once the babies were born, would I 
ever sleep? Would the mothers accept me as a friend, mentor, 
or confidant? What had ultimately led these women to this 
place? 

I cannot succinctly describe what Heather’s House is 
like because it is constantly changing. At first, we had two RAs, 
several pregnant women, one toddler, and no infants. When I 
left, we had five infants, one toddler, several mothers, two 
RAs, and one house mom.  

I can tell you a little about the program itself, but 
words on a page will never do it justice. The mothers will usu-
ally move into the house when they are about six months preg-
nant (but that varies depending on each woman’s situation). 
They may stay for up to two years after their baby is born.  

The goal of Heather’s House is to build up self-
sufficient women, capable of providing for themselves and 
their child(ren). The program includes life skills classes in areas 
such as cooking, nutrition, fitness, childcare, computer skills, 
Bible study, and sexual integrity. Most of the women also at-
tend college. Heather’s House helps with tuition, transporta-
tion, childcare, and other needs that arise. Each mother has a 
mentor and receives counseling to establish goals within the 
program. 

Heather’s House is a place of change, of growth. The 
women come to the house pregnant, alone, frightened, or 
nervous. Their futures are uncertain.  

Some of the girls stay the full two years, others choose 
to leave earlier once they feel like they can support themselves 
and their child(ren). For most, this is their first pregnancy, and 
it’s amazing and terrifying. The mothers sometimes just need a 
few hours of uninterrupted sleep, a shoulder to cry on, or a 
friend to listen. The residents and staff who live at Heather’s 
House very quickly become extended family. Cooking and 
other household chores are divided. Supper is eaten together 
every night (with reasonable exceptions such as school or 
work). As in most families, there is not always perfect harmo-
ny, but there is always a sense of warm, loving community. It 
is beautiful to watch the women embrace motherhood and the 
children grow and develop. 

I am now a married woman – the revelation some-
times washes over me, still catching me off guard. My husband 
and I are both practicing Catholics, which includes the decision 

Jessica and one of the babies born during 
her time at Heather’s House. You may notice that 
this is at Jessica’s wedding. 

http://www.sflillinois.org/pro-life-commentary/my-time-at-heathers-house
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to wait until we were married to have sex and embracing natural 
family planning as part of our relationship.  

One thing I had not expected when I started working at 
Heather’s House is how often this decision would be reaffirmed 
– not by witnessing the struggles of single parenthood or broken 
relationships, but by the mothers themselves. They would some-
times pause for a moment’s reflection, then say to me. “I’m so 
glad you’re getting married,” or “You’re doing things right.” At 
first it caught me off guard, but after months of hearing such 
statements, I would smile and reply, “Me too.”  

The wisdom of someone who has walked down a diffi-
cult road should never be overlooked. These were not women 
saying, “I regret my decisions,” these were women who knew the 
challenges of raising a child alone. They all have good days and 
bad days, but none of them regrets the decision to keep her 
child. They love their children wholeheartedly, even though it’s 
incredibly difficult for them at times to juggle all the demands of 
life. 
 If you choose a truly pro-life mentality, it will permeate 
every aspect of your life. It will affect your relationships with 

other people. It will change the way you view the world. It will 
challenge you to put others before yourself. Living out thorough-
ly pro-life values requires sacrifice, discipline, and diligence. 
Sometimes you can do nothing but weep for the ones you cannot 
help. But I promise you, when you truly embrace pro-life living, 
you will also find unexpected joys in the triumphs of strangers. 

Ladies, if your current state of life allows you to spend a 
year at Heather’s House, I sincerely hope you will consider it. 
You will grow along with the mothers and children you serve. 
Can you make the sacrifice of one year to change the lives of 
strangers? I promise you, when you leave, they will be strangers 
no more, and your heart will overflow with the goodness of hu-
manity.  
 
For Life, 
Jessica Marks 
 
P.S. You may find more information about Aid for Women and 
Heather’s House here: http://www.helpaidforwomen.org/ 
 

Defending the Dignity of Every Hu-

man Person 

By 

 Joy Pace 

It seems  unbelievable that this past January 22nd marked 
the 40 year anniversary of the infamous Supreme Court decision 
of Roe vs Wade (and its companion case Doe vs Bolton), which 
effectively made abortion legal in all 50 states, thru all nine 
months of pregnancy.  Find the right doctor, have the right mon-
ey, and fill out the right paperwork, and a late-term abortion can 
be yours.  Unfortunately, since January 22, 1973, 55 million 
children and their families have paid the price.  The children lost 
their lives (except in rare cases), mothers and fathers are still 
parents – but to dead children, and families and society are 
changed forever.  

Abortion is not rare –over 1.1 million abortions occur 
every year in the U.S., and this year,2013, Planned Parenthood’s 
business model is to have EVERY Planned Parenthood be an 
abortion-providing Planned Parenthood.  Abortion is not safe - 
it’s never safe for the children, and women can suffer spiritual, 
emotional, and physical complications.  In the last year alone, at 
least two women died in the U.S. as a result of their late-term 
abortions.  One woman, Tonya Reaves, 24, died as a result of an 
abortion at a Chicago Planned Parenthood last summer.  She was 
engaged to be married and had a 1-year-old child.  On February 
7, 2013, Jennifer Morbelli, a 29-yr-old patient of late-term abor-
tionist LeRoy Carhart, died in Maryland.   She was just married 
in 2009 and was a kindergarten teacher.  Her aborted 33-week-
old, pre-born baby daughter already had a name: Madison Leigh.  
Please pray for all victims of abortion: mothers, dads and chil-
dren alike.  Please pray that abortion workers leave that industry 
and turn their medical knowledge to actually helping and pre-
serving life. 

Thankfully, we have a loving and merciful God.  God’s 
love and mercy are bigger than any sin, including the sin of abor-
tion.  Come to our Lord’s fountain of mercy, the sacrament of 
confession, with an honest and open heart, vowing not to repeat 
that sin, that one is sorry for that sin, and ask forgiveness and 
healing from our good Lord Jesus.  Come to the healing waters 
of His Love.   
 Take advantage of Project Rachel or Rachel’s Vineyard 
or other similar organizations that promote healing after abor-
tion.  See:  www.hopeforafuture.com and 
www.rachelsvineyard.org and local dioceses for help.   It’s com-
pletely confidential and for anyone with any abortion history…
for example, a driver, a parent, a woman who had a direct abor-
tion, a family member, or even an abortion worker.  God’s heal-
ing is for everyone.  

We are still in the season of Lent, and this is a wonder-
ful time to take stock of our spiritual-growth; to check in and see 
if we are really living according to what God wants for us; to 
check if we are within the loving arms and teaching of the 
Church.  Are we active in knowing our faith?  Are we active in 
explaining the Church’s teaching in life-matters?  With all this 
carnage, can we all come together and be actively Pro-Life?   

I know the topic is scary, but doing a little research, 
learning from and talking with seasoned Pro-Lifers, one gets 
more information.  And it’s easy to introduce that information 
into a conversation.  For example, just say, “I just learned that 
42% of women have clinical depression from abortion.  I can’t 
believe it.  I had no idea!”  or “I just heard that a friend of Joy’s is 
now sterile from her abortion history.  I did not know that abor-
tion could do that to women.” or “It’s so nice that our Pro-Life 
committee reaches out to families and helps the families with 
food, transportation, and lots of other things.  They make home 
visits, sponsor families for Christmas, and give women and fami-
ly hope.”   

http://www.helpaidforwomen.org/
http://www.hopeforafuture.com
http://www.rachelsvineyard.org
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Maybe as a result of this knowledge, families and indi-
viduals can decide to help families too.  We gratefully accept 
items for children, mothers, and families and give them to those 
in need.  Gently used and lovingly given, I say.  And women and 
their families are very grateful.  We just gave a double stroller to 
family in need.  They were thrilled. 

Having an open and loving outlook will allow God’s 
grace and goodness to allow you to participate in some way in 
Pro-Life work.  When I came into the committee in January 
2000, I knew absolutely nothing about Pro-Life matters.  Zip.  
Zero.  Nada.  Thank goodness God is patient and kind!  But 
slowly, through prayer and study, it is possible to be very com-
fortable with Pro-life matters, and make a difference in 
someone’s life. 

Pro-life work takes in many topics: abortion, euthana-
sia, embryonic stem cell research and medical experimentation, 
disability rights, sexual usury, right living, torture, sacramental 

marriage between one man and one woman, and more.  Any-
where human dignity is in jeopardy, Pro-Lifers need to be availa-
ble to speak the truth and offer help, and I guarantee you, some 
friend, neighbor or relative will make a statement or ask for 
help, and you want to be ready.   Know your faith, and offer 
help.  Always be ready to give an explanation for your hope.  
Someday, you just may be able to help a family make a life-
affirming decision that saves a life.  And even if God only allows 
that once in your life, God would be very pleased and grateful.  
To me, that is the heroic witness of our faith in action.  Defend 
all humans’ dignity.  Even in difficult circumstances. 
 To learn more, to talk in confidence, to support our 

efforts, or to pray during 40 Days, please contact Joy Pace at 359

-8406.  God bless you for your Pro-Life witness and prayers. 

Thank you!     

 

Scenes from the community ecumenical memorial 

prayer meeting at st. matthew’s on January 22, 2013 

Father Steve leads the singing. 
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(left, top to bottom) 
Living Alternatives 
display table, audio/
video presentation, 
candlelight segment in 
honor of the 55 mil-
lion babies who have 
been aborted since 
Roe V  Wade legalized 
abortion in 1973. 

(below) Holy Cross 
Pro-Life Coordinator 
Joy Pace delivers her 
presentation. 
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Regulations for lent 

and easter triduum 

--Lent is the principal season of penance in the Christian year.  
Priests, religious, and laity are strongly urged to develop and 
follow a program of voluntary self-denial, attentiveness to 
prayer, and especially to works of charity and mercy. 

--Everyone 14 years of age or over is bound to abstain from 
meat on Ash Wednesday, February 13, 2013 and all the Fridays 
of Lent. 

Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of age is bound to 

fast on Ash Wednesday, February 13, 2013 and Good Friday, 
March 29, 2013. 

--On these two days of fast and abstinence, Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday, only one full meatless meal is allowed.  Two 
other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be 
taken according to each one’s needs, but together, they should 
not equal another full meal.  Eating between meals is not per-
mitted on these two days, but liquids including milk and fruit 
juices are allowed.  When health or ability to work would be 
seriously affected, the law does not oblige. 

--To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence is a 
serious matter. 

AFTERCARE WALKs TO JERUSALEM 

By 

Penny Devall 

Once again, the Holy Cross Aftercare Program will be taking 

part in the Walk To Jerusalem, a parish-wide tradition started five 

years ago by the Parish Nurses to improve our physical and Spiritual 

health.    Every afternoon after school, the Aftercare students and 

group leaders, together with Mrs. D., walk around the school block 

for twenty minutes while praying the Rosary.  There are approximate-

ly fifty children in the program each day, so in one afternoon they 

walk fifty miles.  From the kindergarten students to the eighth grad-

ers, they are all walking and praying and learning or reinforcing the 

Mysteries of The Rosary.   If any parents are out on the playground 

with their children after school, please feel free to join them as they 

walk and pray.  That invitation also goes out to the teachers and 

staff…..if you have the time.   The more the merrier!  

Suffering 

 
 The individual who wrote this asked to remain anonymous for personal 
reasons.  Recently, she has experienced suffering and disappointment, and yet her faith 
comes across loud and clear.  Anonymous articles are normally not published, but the 
contents are so central to the Lenten season, that requirement is waived.   Ed. 
 

 With all the setbacks and complications that have hap-
pened to me lately, it's made me realize...At one point or an-
other in our lives, we will suffer, sometimes in many ways: 
physically, as in surgery, an accident, a tooth removal, or even a 
bee sting; emotionally, in our hearts, be it loss of a most be-
loved one, a separation of family or friends due to conflict or 
disagreement, or even spiritually, walking away from God.  If 
we are to suffer, what better time than Lent?  We walk the path 
of suffering, knowing we are not the only ones who endure it, 
and Lent is apt, for it is only a short amount of time during the 
entire year, and so, I hope, is our suffering.  Lent has always 
been my most favorite time of the Church year, and now it 
holds a most special meaning.  Usually, we give up something 
for Lent, and because it's what we traditionally do, we think 
nothing of it; it's just part of being a Catholic.  It's automatic, 

like the response of a prayer. But now, it's so much more to me. 
The suffering I might endure is nothing compared to what Jesus 
did for me or us, but I am humbled that this journey in my life 
happens at this part of the year. It is with wonderment and awe 
that this happens now.  
 I continually learn so much more than I ever thought I 
would. Just when you think you cannot handle any more pain 
or disappointment or delays, He gives us what He knows we 
need to make it through whatever burden we might bear. When 
we think we cannot bear the sorrow and it weighs us down and 
pins us to the ground, He gives us the strength to get to our 
knees. When the path we made for ourselves dissolves like sand 
and all that is before us is a great divide with the other side 
barely in sight, He gives us the faith to take one step forward 
and believe we will not fall. It's when nothing in life makes any 
sense, He gives us trust to realize this life might not make sense 
and we might never understand why, but we believe, and we 
have faith. It's when the heart breaks and we feel so alone, He 
gives us His comfort and love. We are only strong through Him, 
for His strength is perfect. Your cross might seem heavy, but 
please know, you never carry it alone. 
 From a heart full of love and faith... 

Aftercare Director Penny Devall (AKA Mrs. D.) leads 
her Aftercare charges around the cafeteria while recit-
ing the Rosary.  During inclement weather, 20 minutes 
of walking inside amounts to one mile per pupil, get-
ting the parish closer and closer to Jerusalem. 
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Let’s go to the hop! 

A look at  Holy Cross School’s sock hop February 2, 2013 
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Rite of Election & the call to continuing conversion at 

The cathedral of saint mary of the immaculate conception 

February 17, 2013 

(left) Catechumen Tamara Marmion is received by Bishop Jenky, (top) Candidate Sherri Paris is greeted by Bishop Jenky, 
(bottom Candidate Sarah Mueth meets Bishop Jenky, (right) Candidates Julia and Jeff Metzler pose with Bishop Jenky following 

the ceremony. 

 

(left)  The Pankau Broth-
ers, (l to r) Rich and 
Steve, dish the fish at the 
February 22nd parish fish 
fry., (right) a portion of 
the large crowd in at-
tendance, at times, the 
line stretched almost out 
the door., (right below)  
The cake table, again as 
in years past, a major 
fund-raiser in support of 
the children and projects 
of Children of Hope and 
Faith, a non-profit or-
ganization that helps 
provide for orphans and 
needy children in Tanza-
nia. 
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 I don’t think it is mere coincidence that Lent falls 
when it does in late winter rounding the home stretch toward 
spring.  Last week’s snow and sleet is now a slushy mess to look 
upon and an inconvenience to travel through.  Coming in a 
winter of very little accumulating snowfall, we seem doubly 
cursed by its presence.  But, yet, on this bright, sunny Sunday 
morning, I hear the cardinal singing its spring song, and I know 
that buried under the snow are sprouting daffodils, hyacinths, 
and tulips.  As a gardener, I can see the promise of what will 
come in a few weeks: a re-emergence of life that heralds warm-
er days and time well-spent in the garden. 

 Father Steve’s article gives us a similar vision of what 
is to come, if only we can accept his challenge to drop our de-
fenses, put our secular worries on hold, and simply bask in the 
life-giving warmth of God’s love.  Lent does indeed force us to 
navigate through the slush of our spiritual journey, but it is key 
to remind ourselves that we are passing through this bleak time 
and not taking up residence in it.  We acknowledge our sin and 
confess it, but we shouldn’t wallow in it.  God is at our side 
every step of the way, and through his mercy, we can renew 
and revitalize our spiritual lives at any time of the year, but 
especially most productively at Lent. 

 The 40 Days for Life continues through March 24th. 
Holy Cross’s day and time to walk in prayer and meditationa-
round the Planned Parenthood at 3rd and Stoughton are on 
Wednesday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  To sign up, you can call Joy 
Pace at 359-8406.  I can’t say enough about Joy’s dedication to 
the Pro-Life ministry.  When I suggested that I’d like to have 
the Pro-Life cause be a centerpiece of this edition of the news-

letter, she came through in fine fashion, even to the extent of 
emailing her input from Florida where she was on vacation.  
The articles she forwarded from other sources are re-printed 
with permission.   

 One of my most favorite parish activities to photo-
graph is The Rite of Election & The Call to Continuing Conver-
sion which is presided over by our Bishop Daniel Jenky at The 
Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception in Peo-
ria.  This is a highlight for the Catechumens and Candidates on 
their journey into full participation in our Catholic faith.  Bish-
op Jenky is such a warm, welcoming person, and one can see 
his joy as he is introduced to the those who will soon embrace 
the Catholic faith.  He has a special place in his heart for those 
who convert to our faith. 

 Again this year, we will observe the blessing of the 
Easter food at 1 p.m. in the church on Holy Saturday.  This is 
an Eastern European tradition which has become more popular 
over the last few years.  You can find a picture from last year’s 
food blessing above. 

 The Crux is our parish newsletter, and I invite any and 
all parishioners to submit an article for publication.  The topic 
should be of general interest to our parish population.  For in-
stance, I’ve run book reviews in the past, which I think is a ter-
rific way to educate parishioners on the treasures in our parish 
library.  I can provide assistance to make it copy-ready, so 
don’t feel like you have to be a Hemingway to contribute.  The 
deadline for the next issue of The Crux is April 15th, so please, 
consider being a part of the effort to spread the word about 
what we do in our parish family.  You can reach me at my email 
address below.  Thank you and have a blessed Easter! 

            

Dave Devall 

devalld@sbcglobal.net     

Etc. 

 

Father Steve pre-
siding at last year’s 
Blessing of the 
Easter Food.  This 
year’s blessing will 
be at 1 p.m. on 
Holy Saturday.  
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Catechumen Tamara Marmion (A), Candidates Julia (B) & Jeff (C) Metzler, Sarah Mueth (D), and Sherri Paris 
(E) join Bishop Jenky and the Holy Cross RCIA team following the Rite of Election & Call to Continuing Con-
version at Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception in Peoria on February 17th.  Further pictures can be found 

on page 10. 


